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ARMENTAN DAILY COMMENTS ON SOVIET-—TURKISH RELATIONS 
GF181330 Beirut AZTAG in Armenian 2 Feb 85 p 4 


[Editorial originally published in the HORIZON daily: "In the Name of 
Good Neighborliness" | 


[Text] ''The good-neighborly relations between Turkey and the Soviet Union 
will have new dimensions" declared Nikolay Tikhonov, chairman of USSR 
Council of Ministers, in Ankara on 26 December after signing a number 

of economic agreements with his Turkish counterpart Turgut Ozal. 

According to these agreements, trade and economic cooperation between the 
two countries will receive great incentive during the next 10 years. 
Instead of the $570 million projected for 1985, trade exchanges from 

1986 to 1990 will reach $6 billion. At the same time new relations will 
be established in the cultural and scientific fields. According to 
Tikhonov, these agreements will contribute to world peace in the current 
complicated and tense international situation. Particularly, it is said 
that Moscow expects from Ankara that NATO military bases in Turkey (to 

be more exact, in western Armenia) will not contribute to the expansion of 
U.S. power. It is also reported that the Armenian question was discussed. 


This is how our great defender, our sole honest friend and deliverer 
(quoting the very well-known expressions of the media of the fatherland and 
overseas) is in great hurry to create good-neighborly relations with 

our enemy for centuries. Indeed, Tikhonov is the highest official, from 
East or West, to visit Turkey since the 1980 military coup. 


Is the Kremlin expecting the Armenians of the Armenian SSR to rejoice 
at this new and daring step taken in the interest of world peace? Or 

to express their gratitude with more enthusiasm for their "big" brother? 
Is it also expecting the Armenians of the diaspora to join their voices 
to their compatriots in the fatherland and shout glory to you? 


Does the Kremlin not even care what one of the Soviet Union's republics 
(one of the smallest in area but not in importance) thinks or feels 
about this new Soviet-Turkish romance? 














In fact, the leaders of Moscow today are the loyal heirs of Lenin and Stalin 
also in this regard. We have witnessed these laudable good-neighborly 

jests and enjoyed their consequences on various occasions since 1920 and 
1921. In 1953 Malenkov said: "We have no territorial demands from Turkey." 
It is possible to sacrifice everything in the name of good neighborliness 
(particularly the rights of the Armenian people) and everything can be 
trampled upon (particularly the dignity of the Armenians). 


So what if last September, during a reception hosted for the diplomats of 
28 countries visiting our country, Fadey Sarkisyan, chairman of the 
Armenian SSR Council of Ministers, for the thousandth time reminded us 
that in our most difficult periods the Soviet people have helped us and 
at the same time was not embarrassed to say: "The majority of the 
Armenian people living in the Ottoman empire were subjected to oppression 
for centuries by Turkish military leaders. But 1915 was the most tragic 
year in the history of our people when under the veil of the World War [ 
the young Turks organized the massive genocide of the Armenian people and 
deported and annihilated around 2 million Armenians in the deserts." 
Consequently, Turkey did not delay in complaining against this statement. 
Have the Turkish military leaders of today changed? 


So what if the Armenian historians today have undertaken a constant struggle 
to expose the Turkish distortions of our history. So what if the Armenian 
writers have become the genuine translators of the aspirations of the 
Armenians and write about theMasis mountain and the "great dream." 


So what if the catholicos of all the Armenians call Ararat mountain 
"the image and dream of our people's soul" and "an invitation for patriotism, 
a call for justice, and the affirmation of future victory." 


And so what if the Armenians everywhere are making preparations to mark 
the 70th anniversary of the great genocide. 





CSO: 4605/112 
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ARMENIAN DELEGATION MEETS URUGUAYAN PRESIDENT 
GF101032 Beirut AZTAG in Armenian 21 Jan 85 p 3 


[Excerpt] On Monday, 17 December, the Uruguay national central administra- 
tion delegation visited President-elect Dr Julio Sanguinetti and congratulated 
him and wished success in his future presidential activities on behalf 

of the Armenian community. 


The delegation comprised the chairman of national central administration 
Garabed Pilavjian, Krikor Keoshgerian, Haygaram Ghazarian, Garo Santurian, 
and A. Belian. 


Dr J. Sanguinetti welcomed the Armenian delegation warmly. The meeting 
lasted more than half an hour during which the president-elect expressed 
his support for the Armenian people and their just cause and affirmed that 
his government will stay loyal to the official pledge of Uruguay which 
was adopted by the council of state in 1970 by which this freedom loving 
South American country decided to demand that the United Nations reopen 
the Sevre Treaty document. 


The members of the Armenian delegation acknowledged this sympathy and the 


liberties granted by the Uruguayan authorities and people to the Armenian 
community. 


CSO: 4605/113 
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ARMENIAN COMMITTEE ISSUES STATEMENT IN BUENOS AIRES 
GF101120 Beirut AZTAG in Armenian 19 Jan 85 p 3 


[Statement issued by the Armenian communal body for the commemoration of 
the 70th anniversary of the April genocide in Buenos Aires--date not given] 


[Text] The 70th anniversary of the April genocide is 1985. The Armenian 
people in the fatherland and diaspora will commemorate in a worthwhile 
way the memory of their 1 and one-half million children, the victims of 
the first genocide of the 20th century while at the same time preserving 
the eternal heritage of the martyrs and their just cause. 


The initiatives and all the activities for commemoration and demands for 
rights are aimed at displaying to the worid the unbreakable will of our 
people and their determination to persist and restore their just rights. 
These activities should pursue united goals on the internal front which 
are to further unite the ranks, keep our powers in the diaspora alert and 
organized, and use our favorable collective or individual position in 
various countries in the best way. 


Concentrating on the Armenian community in Argentina and taking into 
account our activities for April it is possible to affirm that we should 
and are able to display the necessary dynamism throug? our quantitative, 
material, and moral capabilities. We are aware of the difficulties set 
before our diaspora masses here and in other places. At the same time we 
are also aware that in spite of these difficulties our community has been 
able to preserve its structures and represents a satisfactory subsoil 
particularly with its material and moral capabilities. 


The 7Oth anniversary of the genocide can be a suitable opportunity to 
evaluate, unite and mobilize all the powers of our community and give 
an incentive to the pan-Armenian initiatives and united activities. 


Thus, the commemoration of the 70th anniversary of the genocide, besides 
preserving its main goals which are the commemoration and demand of rights, 


will be a new opportunity for our community to realize the following needs: 


a. To strengthen the spirit of united and coordinated activities. 


4 








b. To assimilate and inspire the people who have become distant, indifferent 
and hesitant, through a healthy national and patriotic spirit, constructive 
solidarity ideas and collective achievements. 


c. To create vivacity for a political way of thinking and toward the pan- 
Armenian issues and concerns. 





d. Mobilize the youth by strengthening in them the realistic approach and 
the spirit of struggle. 


e. To continue the constant propaganda in favor of the Armenians on the 
foreign arena. 


To awaken sympathy in the public opinion and particularly in the intellectual, 
political, and diplomatic circles toward the permanent rights of the 
Armenians and the international recognition of the genocide. 


On the path of this pan-Armenian initiative it is necessary to put aside 
the secondary interests and goals and approach the work without reserva- 
tions with all available powers and capabilities. 


At this stage of the 70th anniversary and in light of the obligations of 
the above-mentioned issues and dimensions it is necessary for all the 
powers of our community to begin work with all their capabilities. 
Particularly our political organizations by fulfilling their tasks 
unreservedly and with historic responsibility will not only lead these 
activities but also become an example for the large masses of the people. 


In light of these propositions following the preparatory meetings of all 
the representatives of the organizations and unions of our community the 
communal body for commemorating the 70th anniversary of the April genocide 
was formed, which has already initiated work through various commissions. 


Thus, we call on all the organizations and individuals of our community 
to practically contribute to the successful marking of the 70th anniversary. 


The public will be kept informed on the future plans, activities and 
achievements. 


[Signed] Communal body for the commemoration of 70th anniversary of the 
April genocide, Buenos Aires. 


CSO: 4605/114 
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PAPER CRITICIZES ARMENIAN SSR OFFICIAL’S SPEECH 
GF170804 Beirut AZTAG in Armenian 29 Jan 85 p 4 


[Editorial originally published in AZTAG WEEKLY-DROSHAK: "Our Direct 
Enemy" | 


[Text] (On the occasion of the recent speech of K. Demirchian) Ata 

time when Armenian communities in various parts of the world are undergoing 
grave crises and facing various difficulties and necds; at a time when in 
spite of these difficult and exhausting external conditions, the national 
unity and the harmonious inter-party cooperation is gradually consolidating 
and strengthening through new practical measures, which is a source of 
rejoicing and strength to all the Armenians; at a time when the struggle 

in favor of the Armenian cause and against the genocidal Turks is gradually 
expanding to all classes of Armenians in the diaspora through the united 
efforts of the Dashnak, Henchak, and Ramgavar parties and even the communist 
Armenians, creating a corresponding positive impression and influence on 
international public opinion; at a time when all Armenians in the diaspora, 
with all their factions and congregations, are making preparations to mark 
in unison the 70th anniversary of the Armenian genocide, with the natural 
expectation that the fatherland will lead this holv movement; and finally, 
at a time when the fascist Turkish Government and political leaders have 
resorted to large-scale anti-Armenian struggle with the same incentive 
against the Armenians and the Armenian cause throughout the world in 
propagandist, political, diplomatic, and other sectors, particularly with 
the clear strategy to destroy and divide the united demanding front of 

the Armenians from inside; and during a decisive stage when all Armenians, 
the old and new generations, are expecting a heartening word or a consoli- 
dating step and an initiative to give a new incentive to the internal 
united power and political struggle of the Armenians from the leaders of 
the Armenia SSR, at least on the occasion of the 70th anniversary of the 
great genocide; exactly at such a sensitive time the unexpected and 
uncomprehensible took place in the capital of the Armenians, Yerevan; an 
event which is considered the greatest political gaffe in modern history 

of the relations between the fatherland and the diaspora. 





An irresponsible and absurd gaffe, which through its conspicuous nature of 
dividing the Armenians in the diaspora into adversaries, puts a damper on 
the vivid national unity spirit of the Armenian people and on the constantly 











growing and inspirational incentive of the demanding struggle for the 
Armenian cause. 


In other words, the communist rulers of Soviet Armenia are trying to realize 
what the genocidal Turks failed to realize in spite of all their govern- 
mental means and the use of international alliances. This is a political 
behavior which not only inflicts a grave strike against the Armenian cause 
and the demanding struggle of the Armenians domestically (by endangering 

the unity of the Armenians), but also on the external front by creating 
suspicions in international public opinion on the united national will and 
political maturity of the Armenians. 


Indeed, how can we explain the fact that the communist rulers of soviet 
Armenia and their number one spokesman, K. Demirchian, first secretary 
of the central committee, caii see nothing except various "adversary" 
class groups in the entire Armenian diaspora and the Armenian diaspora 
life? This is a classification which is fabricated and capricious even 
with Marxist standards. 


K. Demirchian ceremoniously declared from the podium of the central 
committee meeting (Yerevan, 8 January) the following: "There (in the 
diaspora) is also our direct enemy, the Tashnak Party. We have been 
struggling and will continue struggling against its reactionary and 
nationalistic ideology, and we have been exposing and will continue to 
actively expose the adventurous and anti-Soviet policy of their ring- 
leaders. This as we have often noted, concerns the past and the present. 
The Tashnak Party has been and still remains an anti-revolutionary and 
anti-Soviet party, which serves U.S. ‘imperialism’ today."" (ARMENPRESS, 
ll January 85, 11/1, page 7, section 7) 


This means that the communist leaders of Soviet Armenia do not ccnsider 
the genocidal Turks, or the pan-Turkish racists, or even the Turkish 
and Azeri fraternity in the Armenian genocide as "our direct enemy." 


Under all conditions we decisively reject this reference to the Armenian 
Revolutionary Tashnak Party and consider it as a direct calumny. The 
Armenian Revolutiomary Tashnak Party does not bear “direct animosity" 
against the communist rulers of the Armenian SSR. It remains Joyal to 
its traditional political strategy of being an honest opposition group 
toward the same Soviet rulers and will continue to unswervingly and 
unhesitatingly proceed on the same path in the future. We believe that 
in a true democracy in general and in socialist ranks in particular the 
opposition parties are considered neither "direct" nor indirect "enemies" 
on either theoretical or practical grounds. In places where the opoosi- 
tion is declared a "direct" or indirect "enemy" and so is subjected to 
persecution, those places are ruled by tyranny and there is no trace of 
democracy and socialism; in fact it could not exist there. 


In our modern history we have never encountered a situation where the 
relations between the Armenian Revolutionary Tashnak Party and the national 
opposition parties have reached the stage of "direct animosity'' in spite of 
certain extremities due to acute internal struggles. 














Yes indeed, neither the national opposition parties nor the Armenian 
Revolutionary Tashnak Party have considered the other a "direct enemy" 
in spite of the plots of internal or external hidden powers. 


In any case the Armenian people, with their profound national awareness, 
high feeling of dignity and politica] maturity, cannot accept that their 
parties behave toward each other as "direct enemies." 


The party which behaves this way with this or that rival party as a 
"direct enemy" and forgets the Turks and the genocidal Turkish racism, 
is not and cannot be the genuine creation of the Armenians. 


Finally, people like K. Demirchian, who declare that the Armenian Revolu- 
tionary Tashnak Party is their "direct enemy," are evidently taking the 
relations between the fatherland and the diaspora a step backward and 
pushing their anti-Tashnak rage two steps forward. 


It is obvious that even during the most disturbed Stalinist days the 
communist rulers of Yerevan had not declared the Armenian Revolutionary 
Tashnak Party as their "direct enemy."' For years they kept on accusing 
the Tashnak Party of being "anti-Soviet," "adventurous," "traitorous," 
"unpatriotic," and even "the enemy of the Armenian people," but never 
described it as "our direct enemy" as K. Demirchian did. 


Precisely for this reason a person is obliged to wonder whether he should 
not look for the inspiration of people like Aliyev or the pressure of 
Ankara as reasons for the behavior of K. Demirchian, particularly after 
the recent visit of Prime Minister Tikhonov to Turkey. 


Under all conditions--as the experience of 65 years shows--if people like 
K. Demirchian believe that in this way they will force the Armenian 
Tashnak Party to retire and retreat, they are totally mistaken. 


They are undoubtedly mistaken if they believe that in this way they will 
deviate the Tashnak Party from its role and strategy of an honest opposi- 
tion party. 


They are also totally wrong if they hold the naive belief--specially 

after the futile efforts over 65 years to "bury" the Tashnak Party--that 
through this strategy they will finally succeed in weakening the organiza- 
tion of the Armenian Revolutionary Tashnak Party and its ideological 

and political pan-national influence. 


They are totally mistaken in particular when they assume that such 
behavior will force the Tashnak Party to remain silent and abandon its 
struggle on the front for defending human and national rights of the 
Armenian people under the Soviet regime and the uniqueness of the Armenian 
language and culture against the Russian language and the destructive 
policy of Russianization. 

















On the contrary, the more it is pursued the more it will consolidate. 

The more they try to pressure and degrade it the more it will strengthen 
and rejuvenate and the more it will greatly expand its moral, ideological, 
and political influence on the Armenian people in or out of the fatherland. 


Moreover, the more they try to divide and destroy the demanding and 
struggling Armenian ranks and the more they endeavor to break the revolu- 
tionary spirit of the Armenian people, the Armenian youths in particular, 
and degrade their healthy feeling of national dignity, the more the 
Armenian Revolutionary Tashnak Party--with its concentrated and ideologist 
ranks and sympathising masses will decisively and constantly continue its 
fruitful strategy of national unity and unanimity and the more it will 
pursue the supreme goal of achieving the total liberation of the Armenian 
SSR and the Armenians. 


And if such behavior will make people like K. Demirchian and his masters 
in the Kremlin consider us their "direct enemy" then the Armenian 
Revolutionary Tashnak Party is also ready to take this responsibility on 
the sacred path of its services to the Armenian people and the Armenian 
cause, 


The Armenian Revolutionary Tashnak Party recognizes only one judge, the 


Armenian people. It submits to only one judgment, the judgment of the 
Armenian people. 


CSO: 4605/109 
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BEIRUT DAILY ADVOCATES UNITY OF ARMENIAN PARTIES 
GF051940 Beirut AZTAG in Armenian 1985 Annual Edition p 4 


[Article by K. Achekian: "The Condition for Cooperation is to Lead an 
Independent Policy'] 


[Excerpts] The current administration of the Armenian SSR is practically 
absent from the Armenian struggle cause. 


The undertaking and responsibility of the Armenian cause and the constant 
struggle has been left to the Armenians in the diaspora. For its part the 
Soviet Armenian diaspora follows the orientation of the Soviet Union. 

That is, willingly or unwillingly, it is neutralized and isolated from 

the path of the Armenians’ struggle for existence. 





The Armenian SSR's people are a part of the Armenian cause because they 
are the core of the Armenian struggle. It is impossible to picture a 
future independent Armenia without them. Furthermore, they are the 
authentic and encouraging cornerstone for the future free and independent 
Armenia. Without them it would be an illusion to picture the idea of 

"an integral Armenian with all the Armenians." 





The Armenian SSR Government not only remains away from the struggle of the 
Armenian cause but is obliged to follow the foreign policy of the Soviet 
Union and its general stance toward Turkey which certainly does not 
consider the supreme and elemental interests of the Armenians and the 
Armenian SSR in particular. 


In light of this fact, which is condemnable and if necessary should be 
resisted, it remains to the Armenians to trust and depend on their own 

powers and capabilities. This means that the three Armenian parties are 
obliged--it is their mission itself and even the meaning of their existence-- 
to unite and concentrate their means and capabilities in order to realize 
further achievements in the activities of the Armenian cause. Or else 

after a time their existence will be corrupted and they will become 
unsuitable structures for the Armenian cause. In other words they will 
become organizations serving their own personal purposes. 
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This also means that the three parties should display the maximum flexi- 
bility in their activities without engaging in secondary and factional 
concerns. 


In one word all the capabilities of the Armenians should be used for the 
just solution of the Armenian cause. In this aspect the first most 
available and possible means is the cooperation of the three Armenian 
national parties. 


The second is the cooperation between the diaspora and the Armenian SSR 
in political and diplomatic fields. This seems impossible at the moment 
due to its being an extremely conditional possibility. It even seems 
illusory to some simply because the Armenian SSR Government is only the 
complaisant of Moscow. In spite of this the possibility should never 

be forgotten and ruled out as a means. 


The first possibility is not proceeding in a simple and smooth way. Or 
it meets various difficulties and obstacles in the real life. The reason 
for this are the misunderstandings and prejudices to a degree of fanaticism. 


The obstacles could be overcome by mutual concessions and understanding 
particularly by getting rid of narrow party accounts. Instead we must 
always be led by national awareness and real patriotism. These obstacles 
are considered surmountable because they have real Armenian characteristics 
and depth. 


There are other obstacles too due to the foreign (non-Armenian) inter- 
ventions. That is, this or that party refuses the proposals of the others, 
or their work methods or goals. The creation and instigation of problems 
of this nature are unnatural and hard to overcome. This problem remains 
unsurmountable as long as each party is not independent in the policies 
defined and adopted by it and as long as it depends on the caprices and 
policies of a foreign (non-Armenian) power. In this case the cooperation 
cannot be complete, it will only be for a brief period, a matter which 
diverts us from the real goal and delays the possibilities and chances to 
resolve the inter-party adversities. This phenomenon further delays the 
creation of opportunities for the rapprochement of the parties. In one 
word the national awareness does not reach the demanded level and the 
parties will be carried away with the current. 


Cooperation will be set on a strong and healthy national basis when each 
organization not only has an independent policy but a unique and personal 
one. Each party should base its policy on the national interests of the 
Armenian people. 


Even though there are a lot of obstacles for cooperation, still it remains 
the most purposeful of our capabilities and the most valid condition 
ensuring the independence of our struggle. 


CsoO: 4605/1111 
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ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


ARMENIAN RELIGIOUS LEADERS ISSUE STATEMENT IN ARGENTINA 
GF101110 Beirut AZTAG in Armenian 19 Jan 85 p 4 


[Statement issued by the religious leaders of the three Armenian 
congregations in Argentina--date not given] 


[Text] We are on the threshold of 1985 which is the sad 70th anniversary 
of the 1915 genocide organized and perpetrated by the Turkish murderers 
during which 2 million children of our people were martyred. 


It is the first genocide of the 20th century which still remains unpunished 
and uncompensated. Even after 70 years, this crime against humanity 
and history is still proclaimed by Armenians more strongly than ever. 


We demand international society to: 


a. Not encourage the criminals and not leave unpunished similar crimes 
committed against humanity. 


b. To give back the national rights of the Armenians. 


The commemoration of the 70th anniversary is a new stage for Armenians to 
reflect to that black page of our history with pan-national evaluation and 
to pay tribute to the memory of our martyrs. It is also an opportunity 
for Armenian generations to reassess their determination and loyalty 
toward the two vows, religion and fatherland, which were not destroyed 
even by the martyrdom. 


In accordance with the recommendation of the profound Christian charac- 
teristics of courage and loyalty, we the leaders of the three religious 
congregations call on the children of our people to mark this new anniver- 
sary of the great genocide with the necessary standard, in a harmonious 
and united atmosphere, and signify it with various activities. 


We declare that all the measures undertaken by the communal body for the 
commemoration of the 70th anniversary of the April genocide enjoy our 
unreserved support. 


[Signed] Religious leaders of the three Armenian religious congregations 
in Argentina. 


CSO: 4605/110 
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ALG TA 


PROBLEMS 


Beiruk AN -NAUAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in Eaglish 4 eb 55 pp 6, 7 


[‘Vext } 


Algeria’s refusal to go along with the new Opec price 
structure is likely to exacerbate the country’s uncer- 
tainties about its oil and gas earnings. Those uncer- 
tainties had already pushed back, by at least six 
months, the launching of Algeria’s tive-year devel- 
opment plan, which was due to be implemented in 
April of this year. 

Part of the Algerian planners’ past difficulties in 
projecting their income to 1989 is linked to the cur- 
rent instability in oil prices which not only affects 
Algeria’s oil earnings but also its income from gas 
exports. Algeria, the world’s fouth-largest gas powei, 
has had a long-standing policy of linking its oil pri- 
ces to its gas prices. It has, therefore, been known to 
favour a high official oil-price structure. 

But falling oil prices coupled with the existence 
of a gas glut on the European market had already 
forced a softening in the Algerian position. In 1983 
and 1984, Algeria agreed to an unprecedented reduc- 
tion of its initial volumes of gas exports to Belgium 
and France. However, these tentative steps toward 
what analysts view as a more pragmatic gas-pricing 
policy must be set against Algeria’s need to maintain 
export earnings. 

Furthermore, support for a hard-line policy 1s 
still strong in Algeria. One of its most important 
champions is Dr. Yusuf Yusufi, deputy general man- 
ager of Sonatrach, the state oil and gas company. 
Last year, 60 per cent of Sonatrach’s foreign income 
of $13bn was from gas exports (both LNG and 
LPG). Thus Sonatrach’s marketing strategy is of vi- 
tal importance to Algeria’s economic future. Given 
the country’s dwindling oil reserves (they are due to 
run out by the end of the century), such a future 


C50: 4500/55 


must take into account Algeria’s shift from oil- 
exporter to gas-exporter. Algeria's gas reserves, es- 
timated at about 3,000bn cubic metres, are exceeded 
only by those of the United States, the Soviet Union 
and fran. Large increases in the volume of Algeria’s 
natural gas and condensate exports in the last few 
years have already, contributed to the increase in the 
country’s $13bn 1984 earnings. 

As for the 1985-1989 draft development plan, it 
calls for a forty per cent increase in the previous five- 
year plan’s investment allotment. However, almost 
50 per cent of the $107.Sbn earmarked for invest- 
ments will be goin; to projects already under way. 
Investment targets include industrial development 
(which is to receive 31.6 per cent of total), housing 
construction (15.7 per cent), followed by agriculture 
and water resources (14.4 per cent). 

Another goal of the draft plan is aimed at cutting 
the level of foreign debt. Although Algeria’s foreign 
debt fell to about $15bn at the end of 1984, 30 per 
cent of export income went towards covering it. Re- 
serves declined between 1981 and 1984, going from 
$5.4bn to $3.3bn (those figures include $1.7bn in 
gold reserves). For 1983, trade and balance of pay- 
ments figures show a surplus of $3.2bn and a deficit 
of $86mn, respectively. 

Although Algeria, under the guidance of Presi- 
dent Chadli Benjedid, has been grad tally shifting to 
a liberalization of the economic sys'em through the 
privatization of various economic sectors, changes 
have been slow in coming, mainly because of opposi- 
tion from the state bureaucracy. As in the case of gas 
policy, opposition to change may rob Algeria of the 
type of flexibility required to face new global eco- 
nomic realities. 
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MUROLOAN [NCRUASE-- -Algeria’s $500un Kuroloan, which is designed to provide the 
country with the ioreign exchange unecessary to Lannch its second Cive-year plau 
later this year, has been bid up to $6COm in a turcther expression of market 
confidence in the country. The loan, which is being raised on behalf of the 
Credit Populaire d'Algerie and the Banque Nationale d'Alperie, attracted the 
tinest terms ever nesjotiated for an Aljerian credit. The terms ware 1/2 per 
ceat over Libor tor tie Cirst tive years and 3/8 per cent over Libor for the 
last tive years. ‘Lhe Lead -managers for the loan were the Arab Banking Corpor 
ation. Reports said a Last-minute request by the Algerians for an increase 

to $700umn was turued down by the Loan wanagers as betas too late considerias 
the fine terms oifered, [Mxeerpt}] [Beirut AN-NAUVAR ARAD REPORT & MEMO in 


Ma ylisn 26 Jaa 65 p LL 
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MOROCCO 





HASSAN INTERVIEWED BY SPANISH TY 
LD101804 Rabat Domestic Service in Arabic 1200 GMT 10 Feb 85 


[Announcer-read report with two unidentified reporters reading the questions 
and answers] 


[Excerpt] His Majesty King Hassan II, in an interview with a correspondent 
from Spanish television, stressed that Spain cannot keep Ceuta and Melilla 
after regaining Gibraltar. His Majesty talked about celebrating the 
accession to the throne anniversary this year in El-Aaiun, contacts at 

the level of the Arab Maghreb, the Arab-African Federation, Moroccan 
relations with the EEC, and the continental link project. Here is the 

text of the interview which was broadcast by Spanish television yesterday: 


[Question] In March, Your Majesty will celebrate the 24th anniversary 
of your accession to the throne. [t is said that important things will 
be announced on this occasion. Does this for example concern the issue 
of the Sahara? 


[Answer] As you know, any throne speech is traditionally dedicated to 
what has been achieved during the year and to the most important measures 
which should be adopted, especially internally. It is a kind of a 
Moroccan state of the union speech. It is an important speech for all 
that concerns Morocco, but I do not think that we have anything dramatic 
or revolutionary for the international public opinion or even regional 
public opinion. 


[Question] First we were told that the celebrations will take place in 
El Aaiun, then we were told that they will be in Agadir and Dakhla, which 
are within the 1956 borders. Can Your Majesty explain this matter? 


[Answer] I have never visited El Aaiun., As you know, I went to Dakhla. 
I would like this visit to be within a regional framework to prove that 
there are no Saharan and non-Saharan provinces, because all the provinces 
are Moroccan. Naturally, we wiil make visits from Agadir along a line 
reaching to Semara. [In the first stage we will visit Agadir, Goyimina, 
Tan-Tan, Tarfaya, El Aaiun and Semara. We will hold working sessions 
with the elected representatives and the concerned departments and 
ministries to study the issues of equipment in general. On this basis, 
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this visit will not be brief, but will continue for about 10 days, enabling 
us to get in touch with [words indistinct] and to study the problems 
of the provinces. 


[Question] From where will Your Majesty deliver the speech of the throne? 
[Answer] From the place in which the accession to the throne is celebrated. 


[Question] Does Your Majest~ consider that there is a military solution 
to the Sahara issue? If so, would your people be able to bear the heavy 
costs of the war? 


[Answer] First, you must know that for me war is just one symptom of 
solving the problems, and one stage of the stages of the solution; it is 
not the whole solution. As far as I am concerned, all the problems should 
be solved through consultations. War is not itself a goal. Secondly, 
this war has been forced upon us; we are not the ones who leave the 
barracks or the Saharan cities to follow the people or attack them in 
their own homes. But when we are attacked by others, then we are forced 
to defend ourselves. God is my witness: [I hope that this unjustifiable 
war will end as soon as possitle, because in the end it is a war between 
brothers. I want to assess what it costs both sides; we could construct 
a rail line extending for hundreds of kilometers across the Sahara, or 
build ports at the Arab Maghreb level, which would benefit everybody. 
But [I can tell you that the Moroccans, if ever attacked on their land, 
insist on defending themselves, whatever the cost might be and whatever 
time is needed. 


[Question] It seems that Morocco is interested in holding a Moroccan 
summit, as there are many contacts, especially between Algiers and Rabat. 
Could Your Majesty give us an idea about the reality of the matter? 


[Answer] As you know, there are contacts at the level of the Greater 
Arab Maghreb, that is Libya, Tunisia, Algeria and Mauritania. There are 
bilateral contacts at the levels of the countries where there are disputes 
or bilateral problems. The two kinds of contacts are carried out simul- 
taneously, that is, we are making our contacts for holding a Maghreb 
summit, and we also keep up our contacts with the countries with which 

we have some disputes or with which we disagree. Anyhow, I think that 
the holding of a Maghreb summit cannot but serve the issue of the Greater 
Arab Maghreb, even if there are problems about which we disagree; we do 
not have to discuss them during the first meeting. But [ think that 
there are numerous common views in the economic, social and human areas 
which could be dealt with and would be beneficial for everybody. 


[Question] It seems that Algeria makes the attendance of the SDAR, which 
is recognized by the OAU, as a precondition for holding this summit. 


[Answer] They have never told me that. As for the recognition of the SDAR 
by the OAU, I consider this as a mutilation of history because during the 
recent Addis Ababa summit, no resolution legally consecrated such 
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recognition, whether by the OAU as an organization, or by the member- 
countries individually. As far as I am concerned, the SDAR attended the 
summit, but I do not know of any legal meaning for its attendance. 


[Question] Some observers describe the Oujda Treaty as if it is only a 
military axis. Is this a correct assessment? 


[Answer] This is a grave mistake, even at the geographical level. When 
we establish a federation with one of our neighbors, we could assume that 
this federation is based on a military alliance, but when this takes 
place with a country which is thousands of kilometers away, then this 
assumption is mere imagination. This is to some extent what happened with 
Egypt and Syria. Their greatest weakness was in the military side 
specifically, because a military action cannot be coordinated when the 
distance between the two countries is thousands of kilometers and there 
are no joint borders. The Oujda Treaty open to all the Arab and African 
countries; Morocco should in the future join the EEC; Morocco considers 
the continental link to be a beneficial project; requests Cueta and 
Melilla return (rpt referent item); says relations between Morocco and 
Spain are excellent. 


CSO: 4500/54 
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SUDAN 


KUNA VIEWS THREAT TO NUMAYRI FROM CUT IN AID 
LD181747 Kuwait KUNA in English 1623 GMT 18 Feb 85 


[Text] Washington, 18 Feb (KUNA)--The United States, Egypt and other 
countries were reported here Monday to be reducing their commitments to 
Sudan, in moves that American officials conceded could threaten the regime 


of President Ja'far Numayri. 


The Reagan administration has frozen all economic aid to Sudan, and other 
countries, including Saudi Arabia, West Germany and Britain, were cutting 
back their assistance to Khartoum, the NEW YORK TIMES reported. 


On the military front, Egypt has decided to pull out an air defense brigade 
that it sent to the Sudanese capital last March following an attack on 
the city by a lone bomber, alleged to be Libyan according to the WASHINGTON 


POST. 


The TIMES said the economic moves were part of an effort to press Numayri 
into overhauling his country's ailing economy. 


One State Department official said the United States had acted even though 
the freeze might set off events that could lead to Numayri's downfall. 


Officials said U.S. delivery of economic support funds to Sudan, which 
were to have totaled 114 million dollars in the current fiscal year, 
would be delayed until Khartoum worked out an agreement with the International 


Monetary Fund (IMF) to pay its overdue debts. 


An official of the IMF, who asked not to be identified, told the TIMES: 


"The financial difficulties of Sudan are appalling. Everything is in 
turmoil. There is no plan for dealing with financial relationships." 


American officials claimed the decision to freeze the economic support 
funds involved solely economic considerations. Political factors in 
Sudan have no bearing on the decision, they asserted. 


However, the administration is known to be concerned about Numayri's 
decision to apply fundamentalist Islamic principles in Sudan. 
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Umar 'Isa, Sudan's ambassador to Washington, told the TIMES in an interview 
that his government planned to make some of the economic changes sought 

by the IMF, "It's a matter of creating the right atmosphere to implement 
them,'' he said. ‘Isa said Sudan would make changes that "we see are 
acceptable and workable." 


He said his country moved to devalue its currency last week. But he would 
not provide any other specifics about the actions contemplated by his 
government. 


The decision to freeze aid was not lightly arrived at by Washington, 
American officials said. 


Some U.S. policymakers had argued that Sudan was so important to American 
interests in Africa that the aid should continue no matter what inter- 
national financial condition Khartoum found itself in. 


Meanwhile, the POST said the remnants of the Egyptian air defense brigade, 
which came armed with light, shoulder-held SA-7 missiles, were now 
scheduled to leave Khartoum by the end of this month, following the 

failure of Egypt and Sudan to set up a new permanent air defense system for 
the capital based on old Soviet SA-2 and SA-3 missiles. 


The withdrawal of the brigade, apparently for military reasons, comes amid 
increasing division with the Egyptian Government over how closely Cairo 
should continue to associate with Numayri. 


The paper said that interviews with Egyptian officials made it clear that 
the issue is regarded as extremely delicate because of Numayri's 
"unpredictable behavior" and "the possibility that he might turn to the 
Egyptians if they press him too hard and even make a new alliance with 
his chief enemy, Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi of Libya." 


Close aides of al-Qadhdhafi and Numayri met secretly in Paris 2 weeks ago 
to discuss ending support for each other's opposition rebels, according 
to a press report in London Sunday. 


cso: 4500/52 
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BRIEFS 


NEW AMBASSADOR TO SPAIN--Madrid, 23 Feb (SUNA)--Ambassador 'Abd-al-'Al 
Sinadah has presented his credentials to His Majesty King Juan Carlos of 
Spain as Sudan's ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary to Spain. 
This took place here the day before yesterday. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA 
in Arabic 1420 GMT 23 Feb 85] 


NEW CRIMINAL AFFAIRS MINISTER--The president of the republic, Ja'far 
Muhammad Numayri, today issued a republican decree under which he amended 
the Republican Decree Number 37 of 1405 a.h., in accordance with which 
Muhammad Adam ‘Isa was appointed minister of state for criminal affairs 
in the Attorney General's Office. The amendment provided that Muhammad 
Adam 'Isa be minister of state in the Attorney General's Office. [Text] 
[Omdurman Domestic Service in Arabic 1700 GMT 23 Feb 85] 


ARAB CONFERENCE DELEGATES RECEIVED--Khartoum, 22 Feb (SUNA)--President 
Numayri received here yesterday the heads of the Arab delegations parti- 
cipating in the fifth Arab conference on mineral wealth that concluded its 
work yesterday. During the meeting President Numayri was briefed on the 
outcome and recommer.dations of the conference. He expressed hope that the 
conference results will be implemented. His excellency presented a 
detailed explanation of Sudan's efforts in the field of economic and 
social development and its endeavors to promote the mining sector. The 
delegation heads thanked President Numayri for his patronage of the 
conference and for hosting it. They affirmed their readiness to offer 
means of promoting the mining industry in Sudan. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA 
in Arabic 1040 GMT 22 Feb 85] 


FRG MILITARY DELEGATION--Khartoum, 21 Feb (SUNA)--Peter Kurt Wuerzbach, 
FRG minister of state [as received] in the Defense Ministry, arrived here 
at noon today accompanied by a number of officials from the Ministry on a 
2-day visit to the country at the invitation of the Sudanese Defense 
Ministry. The delegation was received at the airport by Lt Gen Yusuf 
Hasan al-Hajj, minister of state in the Defense Ministry; Maj Gen Muhammad 
al-Hasan al-Faki, commander of the military vocational training center; 
Brig Gen Ramadan Muhammad Ahmad; the FRG ambassador in Khartoum, the FRG 
military attache; and a number of officials from the FRG Embassy in 
Khartoum. The purpose of the FRG delegation's visit is to discuss the 
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projects resulting from FRG aid presented to Sudan from the FRG Defense 
Ministry. ‘The delegation will be acquainted with the accomplishments at 
the vocational training center which was opened in May 1984. [Text] 
[Khartoum SUNA in Arabic 1715 GMT 21 Feb 85] 


RELEASE OF WOMEN PRISONERS--Khartoum, 15 Feb (SUNA)--President Ja'far 
Muhammad Numayri yesterday announced the release of all women prisoners 
in Omdurman prison who are either mothers of infants or pregnant. The 
pardoned prisoners will sign a pledge of good conduct at the courts that 
tried them. ‘The decision includes the release of more than 840 women 
prisoners. This came in the speech that the president addressed to the 
nation yesterday at Shaykh Daf'allah al-'Arki Mosque in New Omdurman. 

The president called on the leaders of the Sufi tradition, the governors, 
the SSU leaders and branches, the Ministry of National Guidance and 
Information, the Higher Council for Islamic Affairs and Awgaf, and all 
journalists to practice their role of employing the energy of the youth 
and exploiting the energy of men and women in order to contribute to the 
national, cultural, and intellectual construction of this great nation so 
that this energy will not be wasted. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA in Arabic 
1025 GMT 15 Feb 85] 


DISCUSSION WITH PRC AMBASSADOR--Khartoum, 17 Feb (SUNA)--'Abbas Musa, 
minister of state at the Foreign Ministry, received the PRC ambassador in 
Khartoum here today. They reviewed the warm relations between the two 
countries and their development following the president's recent visit 

to the PRC. The meeting also touched on the dimensions of the problem of 
drought and desertification as well as the refugee influx into Sudan and 
the Sudanese Government's efforts in this regard. His excellency the PRC 
ambassador expressed his country's sympathy with Sudan's Government and 
peopie in their efforts to overcome the consequences of drought and 
desertification. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA in Arabic 1730 GMT 17 Feb 85] 
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OPPOSITION DEPUTY HARB EXPLAINS STAND ON PARTITION 
Beirut AL-NAHAR AL-'ARABI WA AL-DUWALI in Arabic No 397, 10-16 Dec 84 pp 17-19 


[Interview with Deputy Butrus Harb by Nabil Barakis and Nawfal Daw: "Butrus 
Harb Speaks to AL-NAHAR AL-‘ARABI WA AL~DUWALI: Current Danger to Lebanon Is 
Division, Not Partition; Appointment of Deputies Wipes Out Democracy; 
National Unity Cabinet Needs To Be United’! 


[Text] The positions taken recently by the Independent Maronite Deputies 
Grouping have aroused numerous questions regarding the objectives and aspira- 
tions of those taking these positions, especially since they have been char- 
acterized by opposition, beginning with opposition to the current cabinet and 
its policy statement and ending with the latest election for the speakership 
of the Chamber of Deputies. To make the picture clearer, we present here the 
questions posed by Nabil Barakis and Nawfal Daw and Deputy Butrus Harb's 
answers to these questions: 


[Question] The way your positions are perceived varies from faction to fac- 
tion. Some believe that you are seeking a certain Christian role, others 
have characterized you as people engaged in oneupmanship against the regime's 
progress and a third faction views you as opponents of the cabinet and its 
tendencies. Where do you stand vis-a-vis al! this? 


[Answer] It is definite and certain that the latest developments in Lebanon 
and the area have compelled the Lebanese cabinet to take fundamental options 
to face these developments. These options include abolition of the 17 May 
accord, the Geneva and Lausanne conferences and the contents of the cabinet 
statement. Therefore, the Independent Maronite Deputies Grouping has had to 
take frank positions emanating from the principles in which the Grouping 
believes and for which it works. As for the perception of our positions, no 
matter how much importance we attach to it, this importance vanishes when the 
Grouping is in harmony with itself, with its resolutions and with the patrio- 
tic view it is supposed to uphold. But we stress that we are not engaged in 
oneupmanship against the regime or the cabinet. We are a grouping that was 
formed with the aim of ending the cheap acts oft political oneupmanship through 
responsible actions that emanate from specific principles that have been 
adopted as bases for political action. 


As for the statement that we are seeking a political role, it is also rejected 
because we do not need such a role, since our role is already present and is 
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embodied in our representation of the entire Lebanese nation and not just of 
the Maronites alone, as stated in the constitution and reflected in our 
actions. If we have positions on social issues concerning a certain group 
of the people, this is due to the fact that it is natural for the Grouping 
to be concerned with the provinces from which it comes and in which a cer- 
tain characteristic predominates. But this does not prevent us from saying 
that we do not cling to the sectarian character of the base we represent be- 
cause we are fit to represent all the Lebanese with their various affilia- 
tions and ways of thinking. 


[Question] There are those who attribute your stances of opposition to the 
eovernment to the fact that you are a part of the political Maronism that 
rejects any reform or change in the Lebanese system. Where do you really 
stand vis-a-vis this accusation? 


[Answer] Whoever has watched the Grouping since its emergence in 1978 finds 
clearly and definitely that the Grouping follows a course opposed to the 
"Maronite political school" because we do not believe in this school. It is 
true that there are in Lebanon Maronites who have a role, a presence, freedom 
and a place at the political level. But we believe that there is at the 
political level a national school that does not assume an exclusively 
Maronite character. We need not exploit a certain Christian fear to gain 
prominence because such prominence is impossible except through a sound 
nationalist performance of the political role, not through the exploitation 
of certain weak points emanating in a certain society from transient and 
temporary circumstances. 


Persons and Institutions 
[Question] So, what are the objectives of your political action? 


[Answer] The Independent Maronite Deputies Grouping emerged as a reaction 

to political actions which took a radical and violent character. The Group- 
ing has tried to act as the bridge linking Christians and Muslims in Lebanon 
and has performed its role on this basis, even in the darkest days experi- 
enced by Lebanon in the relationship between Muslims and Christians. Pro- 
ceeding on this basis, we believe that our role continues to be the same as 
it has been, namely to bolster Lebanon's legitimate institutions--and 
institutions do not mean persons. Therefore, it is impermissible to consider 
our opposition role as being in conflict with bolstering the legitimate 
institutions because the biggest boost that can be given these institutions 
is sound democratic action in accordance with the principles calling for the 
presence of loyal forces and opposition. In Lebanon, we have become accus- 
tomed to seeing the opposition as an armed opposition, and perhaps even the 
loyal forces as armed loyal forces. But as a Grouping, we have rejected this 
principle. Our not resorting to violence to express a political position 
does not emanate from cowardice or fear but from our conviction that violence 
can only lead to Lebanon's destruction. I believe that our viewpoint has not 
been wrong because the infighting has generated nothing but more infighting, 
destruction and estrangement and it will, if it persists, lead to the dis- 
appearance of Lebanon. 
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[Question] You have said that opposition to persons does not mean opposition 
to the institutions. Do you imply in your words that you oppose the present 
regime? 


[Answer] In the abstract, the so-called "regime" is an indeterminate concept. 
As a responsible deputy and as a lawyer who is not unaware of the constitu- 
tional law, it is my belief that there is no "regime" but there is a "govern- 
ment.'' What is symbolized by the existing practical concept of the regime in 
the president of the republic. By virtue of the system in Lebanon, we believe 
that no deputy should oppose the president of the republic but may oppose the 
government because the president of the republic is not, in accordance with 
the constitution and by virtue of the powers and presence he symbolizes, 
accountable. Therefore, it is the duty of every Lebanese to support the 
president of the republic because he is the symbol of Lebanon's unity, 
sovereignty and legitimacy. Consequently, opposition to the person of the 
president is impermissible, even though some have recently made the error of 
engaging in opposition against the president of the republic. This opposition 
violates the simplest sound democratic principles we observe. 


[Question] What explanation can be given to your opposition to the election 
of Husayn al-Husayni as speaker of the Chamber of Deputies? 


[Answer] I have said that we are in support of institutions, not persons. 
Our stance during the latest elections for the second chairmanship [Chamber 
speakership] is the best proof of this stance. The Independent Maronite 
Deputies Grouping supported ex-speaker Kamil al--As'ad. After the election 

of the new speaker, the Grouping asked to meet with him and during the meet- 
ing, it put all its capabilities at the new speaker's disposal so as to 

bring success to the institution, even though we did not support his election. 
Now that Husayn al-Husayni has become the speaker of the Chamber of Deputies, 
it is our duty to help him succeed in his task in order that the Chamber may 
succeed in performing its national role under these difficult circumstances, 


[Question] But it is noticed that your Grouping opposed al-Husayni's election 
after it had opposed the national unity cabinet by opposing its policy 
statement. This means that you are opposed to a certain political line? 


[Answer] First, insofar as opposing the cabinet is concerned, we relied on 
the policy statement whose contents we studied and found to be in conflict 
with our principles. The appointment of deputies, for example, destroys com- 
pletely the concept of democracy in Lebanon. It is tantamount to falsifying 
the people's will, destroying their right to elect their representatives and 
impounding their freedom. Considering that the primary objective of the 
formation of the Grouping is to safeguard the Lebanese constitution and 
democracy in Lebanon, it is natural for us to oppose this cabinet which is to 
be entrusted with appointing deputies, especially since we don't know what is 
the relationship of this so-called "national unity cabinet" with the people's 
will and what is the people's will these days. Is it the will of those who 
control the land with the force of arms or is there a silent majority that is 
not represented by anybody in this cabinet, or at least not represented by the 
majority of those who are in the cabinet? 
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[Question] The question of appointing deputies is part of a proposed solution 
embraced by Syria with the aim of ending the Lebanese crisis. Does your oppo- 
sition to this solution put you in a confrontation with Syria? 


[Answer] I wish to stress that when we take a certain stance, we do not pause 
to consider who will be and who will not be satisfied at the Lebanese level. 
So what do you imagine our position is when the faction concerned is non- 
Lebanese? We believe that there is a Lebanese national will that must con- 
tinue to be free to take the political stance it wishes. 


On the other hand, it may not be said that we are advocates of severing the 
Lebanese-Syrian relationship. On the contrary, we have been, are and will 
continue to be advocates of a clear, firm, fraternal and cooperative rela- 
tionship between Lebanon and Syria. But these relations must observe mutual 
respect for the sovereignty of each of the two peoples and two countries, 
meaning that neither Syria nor Lebanon should be subservient to each other. 
We understand that Syria is compelled at present to deal with the thorny 
Lebanese dossier because of the international situation. But we hope that 
the Lebanese people will be able to end the problems from which they suffer 
by being allowed to deal with these problems on their own and by the refrain- 
ment of all groups and states from interfering in Lebanon's internal affairs. 
However, since we have reached a stage that requires an external control for 
the Lebanese crisis, we demand that this control act as the umpire in the 
inter-Lebanese relationship and not as the steering guide leading to the loss 
of our political will and freedom. 


[Question] What is your visualization of the solution that is capable of 
eliminating the existing problem and of enabling Lebanon not to follow certain 
external tendencies? 


[Answer] I will not follow in my words the policy of the ostrich that buries 
its head in the sand to hide itself. The problem of Lebanon has two clear 
prongs: an internal problem and a problem in Lebanon's regional and interna- 
tional relations. 


We all know that the Lebanese problem started as a regional reality embodied 
on the ground--a problem in which the Lebanese land, the mosaic-like Lebanese 
structure and the concentrated armed Palestinian presence were exploited, thus 
leading to the explosion. But now that the Palestinians have departed from 
Lebanon as an influential and leading force, that Israel has occupied the 
south, Western al-Biqa' and Rashayya, that the 17 May accord and whatever 
accompanied it have fallen and that it has become certain that any step taken 
by Lebanon at the level of its relations with its environment must be coupled 
with the approval of the parties concerned, i.e., Syria and Israel, and, by 
their way, the United States and the Soviet Union--now that all this has 
happened, J] imagine that we must deal with the reality which says that the 
Lebanese-Syrian relationship is a must if Syria is to help Lebanon get 
liberated, regain its security and safety and spread its sovereignty through 
Syria's readiness to facilitate the Lebanese task within the framework of what 
the Arabs view as a sound way of liberation that does not dismiss Arab inter- 
ests and conclude a treaty with Israel at the expense of these interests. 
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Therefore, what is happening at present in terms of strengthening the govern- 
mental Lebanese-Syrian relationship is commendable. But as Lebanese eager for 
our dignity, our freedom and our political and territorial sovereignty, we 
hope that this relationship will be established on the said principles so that 
Syria may not feel that it is necessary for it to interfere in our domestic 
daily affairs and to exert political and nonpolitical pressures in order to 
feel safe insofar as Lebanon is concerned. Lebanon must persuade the Syrians 
that the performance of normal Lebanese political action cannot be in conflict 
with the Syrian interests. This may somewhat reassure the Syrians after the 
elimination of the residues and doubts hovering around the Lebanese regime's 
political behavior. 


To put it briefly, no relationship can be established between Lebanon and 
Syria on the basis of victor and defeated. Rather, such a relationship can 
be established on clear, balanced and coordinated bases. 


[Question] What about Israel? 


[Answer] The negotiations with Israel must continue. But my observation is 
that serious negotiations should not be conductea via the media, as if the 
Lebanese negotiator needs an absolution for declaring what he rejects. The 
government must be given confidence on the issue of negotiations and must be 
given the opportunity to deal with this issue seriously and confidentially, 
if we want the negotiations to succeed. 


[Question] Don't you think that the Chambcr ot Deputies must play a certain 
role so that the climate of the 17 May accord may not recur? 


[Answer] The Chamber of Deputies is not the agency qualified to conduct 
the negotiations or to watch their progress from within. However, the 
Chamber must keep up with the negotiations by querying the government on 
their progress and phases. But it is wrong to say that the Chamber of 
Deputies was wrong to deal with the 17 May accord because the government 
said at the time that this accord would inevitably lead to liberation. 
Therefore, failure to approve what the government proposed then would have 
been tantamount to obstructing its progress. But as for the fact that the 
government miscalculated and misinterpreted the negotiations in which it 
engaged, the Chamber of Deputies is partly to blame for approving the pledges 
made by the government regarding liberation without demanding in advance 
that the liberation take place before approval of the 17 May accord. 


In any case, the events did not permit the Chamber of Deputies to take the 
cabinet to task for the mistake it made, especially since that cabinet 
resigned and the current cabinet was formed. 


[Question] How do you view the ongoing negotiations in al-Naqurah? 


[Answer] Al-Naqurah negotiations are an external reflection of the serious 
discussions and negotiations taking place behind the scenes. The meeting hall 
in al-Naqurah is a place where the Lebanese and Israeli military delegations 
meet to convey to each other the political tendencies each side carries as a 
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result of the negotiations conducted behind the scenes through the United 
Nations or the United States by way of Richard Murphy. 


[Question] Do you consider the approach of indirect negotiations the safest 
approach at present? 


[Answer] Insofar as Lebanon is concerned, the safest approach is the quick-~ 
est because the Israeli withdrawal from the south cannot be tied to the 
Middle East issue, which may require an international conference. It must be 
said, however, that the mere fact of Israel's agreement to have the negotia- 
tions conducted under UN auspices is an important thing. As for the negotia- 
tions themselves, they will not be easy and they will encounter obstacles. 
However, their continuation must be guaranteed in order to provide possible 
guarantees for Israel's security in return for the liberation of Lebanese 
territories and for spreading the state's authority and legitimate control 
over its territories. 


Sects and Dangers 


[Question] Let us return to the domestic problems. The recent years have 
generated a certain sectarian separation. Do you see any real danger threat- 
ening a certain sect? 


[Answer] When Lebanon is in danger, all its sects are in danger. If we 
follow at times a certain policy that may meet with the needs or objectives 
of one of the Christian sects, it is because of our absolute belief that 
preserving the rights of the sectarian groups, be they Muslim or Christian, 
is tantamount to preserving Lebanon's raison d'etre, especially since 
Lebanese society cannot survive on one sect's persecution of another. 


[Question] This means that you acknowledge the sectarian reality in Lebanon 
and believe that secularization is impossible at present? 


[Answer] It is unacceptable to deal with the reality while ignoring its 
factors. Our Grouping was the first to project the concept of the compre- 
hensive secularization of society with the aim of achieving social justice 
and equality and to eliminate whatever we reject in today's Lebanon. But 
this principle has been rejected on sectarian bases because it is incompati- 
ble with ~ome religions which we respect and venerate and because we cannot 
coerce a -ptance for whatever is in conflict with their principles. There- 
fore, any other coexistence formula must take the sectarian reality into con- 
sideration and must not transform Lebanese society into a society where the 
oppressor and the oppressed, the victor and the defeated and the privileged 
and underprivileged live. This can be achieved only through preserving the 
existence and rights of all the sectarian groups within the framework of the 
comprehensive Lebanese structure that leads to creating the just society. 


[Question] The reality is currently outlining certain sectarian entities in 


Lebanon. Are we on the threshold of entrenching this reality and, consequent-— 
ly, do you see a solution to the problem of those evicted from the mountain? 
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[Answer] Very regrettably, the atmosphere of estrangement and infighting 
dominating the relationship existing on Mount Lebanon has prevented us, as 

a Grouping, from playing a role at the level of initiating a sound national 
dialogue to solve the mountain problem that has entered the sphere of one- 
upmanship, which leads to further intensification. But this reality has not 
prevented us from embarking on certain steps that are likely to narrow the 
existing rift. I have submitted a bill to ban the sale of land on the moun- 
tain in order to prevent the occurrence of a sectarian separation. We have 
found that expanding the framework of this bill to include all the pro- 
vinces will prevent the occurrence of sectarian separation between the 
various sects in the various areas. 


At another level, we as a grouping seek to initiate a dialogue between the 
Druze and Christian officials, especially since this issue is tied to the 
future of Lebanon as a homeland which was created originally on the base of 
Christian-Druze cooperation. 


[Question] Why hasn't this dialogue started yet? 


[Answer] In my view, there are two reasons. They lie in the security situ- 
ation which continues to be tense and in the almost constant absence of Min- 
ister Walid Junblatt from Lebanon on the one hand and in the continued 
political intransigence concerning the mountain issue on the other hand. 


[Question] This means that you consider yourself a party to the conflict 
existing on the mountain? 


[Answer] Not at all. The only side to which we cling is the side of the 
national interest. This is our commitment and we declare it to all. We do 
not cling to the interests of any of the factions and we act on the basis of 
what we deem compatible with the national interest. 


At present we are preparing, despite the national unity cabinet which needs 
somebody to unite its members, for a large-scale campaign of contacts to 
insure communication among the Lebanese, especially since the failure to 
return the mountain evacuees to their homes will create a social tragedy and 
a sort of a social revolution that may topple many things. This is what must 
be avoided. 


Division, Not Partition 


[Question] Don't you think that the nonreturn of the evacuees puts Lebanon 
face to face with the danger of actual partition? 


[Answer] Today, the danger of partition no longer exists. Rather, the danger 
lies in the division of Lebanon between Israel and Syria. Partition cannot 
occur in Lebanon when Syria is entrusted with closing the Lebanese dossier, 
unless this partition is started by Syria. But Syria cannot permit partition 
to start in Lebanon, especially since such partition may reach it. 
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[Question] What is the nature of your relationship with ex-speaker Kamil 
al-As'ad, especially in light of his statements about his plan to form a 
parliamentary bloc which includes his supporters in the latest elections to 
organize opposition against the existing tendencies? 


[Answer] It is well known that we supported ex~-speaker Kamil al-As'ad in the 
latest elections, despite the friendship and respect that bind us to Speaker 
al-Husayni. Ex-speaker al-As'ad visited us a few days ago and we reviewed 
the general situation. But the idea of forming a new opposition grouping was 
not raised. 


But if we are to anticipate developments, then [ can say, without being com- 
missioned to do so by the rest of my colleagues in the Grouping, that our 
Grouping seeks constantly to maintain its independence and identity. This 
does not mean that we are closed to entering into the framework of any bigger 
grouping while maintaining our independence, keeping in mind that the acts of 
coordination between the parliamentary blocs have never stopped at any time. 


Relationship With Phalange 


[Question] What is the nature of your relationship with the Christian leader- 
ships, beginning with the Phalange Party and ex-president Sham'un? 


[Answer] As a Grouping, we have met several times with the Lebanese Front. 
At times, we have had unified positions and at others we did not agree with 
the Front. This is how we have been able to preserve our existence as the 
Independent Maronite Deputies Grouping. If our positions were in total har- 
mony with the Lebanese Front, we would have no reason to exist and we would 
have joined the Lebanese Front. 


We hope that we will have the continued ability to meet with the Lebanese 
Front. We also hope that this will happen with the other factions, espe- 
cially since we seek to act as the bridge that preserves Lebanon's unity. 
Total cohesion between us and the Lebanese Front will obstruct our role and 
obstruct the possibility of stifling the tragedy in the dark times of es- 
trangement between the Lebanese. 


[Question] Does the Lack of constant agreement in positions between you and 
the Lebanese Front obstruct your political action? 


[Answer] The battle we are waging as Lebanese is the battle of safeguarding 
our political freedom. We are waging this battle while knowing that no 
attempt has been made, as a result of our relationship, to confiscate our 
will and our decision making, as evidenced by the fact that a number of our 
positions have been in conflict with the Front's positions. I will cite here 
as an example our opposition to the current cabinet in which ex-president 
Camille Sham'un and the late Pierre al-Jumayyil, both of whom we respect and 
appreciate, have participated. 


[Question] What about your relationship with ex-president Franjiyah? 
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[Answer] Our relationship with ex-president Franjiyah is good and ongoing. 
Politically, we have often met in our positions with ex-president Franjiyah. 
We have tried not to sever the relationship existing between us, despite the 
circumstances we have both experienced. 


[Question] Do you plan to expand your Grouping by having more deputies join 
it? 


[Answer] Presently, we are in the process of bolstering the national scope 
of our Grouping. There is absolutely no objection if one of our colleagues 
applies to join the Grouping, which is something that has not happened yet. 


But what can be said is that the phase the Grouping is now undergoing is the 
phase of preparing for new political action compatible with the reality in 
which we live. Therefore, it might be more convenient for the Grouping not 
to open such a dossier at present. 


8494 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


AL-QUDS URGES SUPPORT FOR JORDAN-PLO ACCORD 
JN241517 Jerusalem AL-QUDS in Arabic 21 Feb 85 p 1 
[Editorial: "The Arab Countries and the Agreement" ] 


[Text] The PLO Executive Committee yesterday approved the Jordanian- 
Palestinian agreement for a joint political move. The blessing of the 
agreement by the committee is the culmination of long and exhausting 
talks that began between the Jordanian and Palestinian sides 2 and 1/2 
years ago. ‘The PNC session in Amman recommended that the Executive 
Committee study the proposals that King Husayn offered to the PNC during 
its 17th session. Therefore, the Executive Committee's approval of the 
clauses of the Jordanian-Palestinian agreement assuredly reflects the 
opinions of the PNC members, who entrusted the Executive Committee to 
adopt whatever it would deem appropriate for a political move aimed at 
finding a comprehensive and just solution to the Palestine question. 

The Executive Committee also called on the Arab countries to support the 
agreement because at this time, the Jordanian-Palestinian agreement needs 
a broad Arab base for its future moves in the international arena. 


The agreement is not confined to Jordan and the PLO. Moreover, it will 
not succeed without effective and real Arab support. If the Jordanian 


and Palestinian sides want to present their agreement to the world's 
countries, particularly to the West European countries and the United 
States on the one hand and the East European countries and the Soviet 


Union on the other, then there should be strong Arab support for the 
agreement. We do not necessarily mean that an Arab consensus should be 
secured. Approval by an Arab majority would be sufficient, because the 
agreement between Jordan and the PLO is nothing more than a chance for the 
Arab countries to agree on a realistic strategy for a political move. 

If the Arabs fail to achieve a minimum degree of unanimity, then the 
Jordanian-Palestinian agreement will lose its credibility before the whole 
world. 


The Arab countries are required to define a clear position to prevent any 
doubts about this agreement. The negative neutrality that some Arab 
countries adopt regarding this agreement will weaken the Arab position and 
will perpetuate the stalemate that has characterized the Palestine question 
foc years. The Arab countries should abandon inaction and indecision which 
have been characteristic of them for a long time. They should announce 

a clear and definite position. If this does not take place, the stalemate 
will go from bad to worse. 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


AL-FAJR ON LAYLA SHARAF'S RESIGNATION 
JNO32018 Jerusalem AL-FAJR in Arabic 30 Jan 85 p 5 
["Stop" column by Hatim ‘Abd al-Qadir: "Layla Sharaf: Veto...for History"] 


[Text] Jordanian Information Minister Layla Sharaf's resignation has been 
a real surprise, and has aroused an extraordinary political storm in both 
official and popular circles. For the first time in Jordan's political 
history, a higher-ranking government official has bravely, honestly, and 
sincerely said: "No," and has violently used the "veto" from a position 
of responsibility. There is a consensus among observers that Mrs Layla 
Sharaf's violent language in submitting her resignation constitutes a 
political shock to the Jordanian Government. The information minister 

not only offered her resignation to protest the new orders aimed at 
restricting the freedom of the press, but also went beyond that by 

frankly announcing yesterday to correspondents from international news 
agencies that the Jordanian Government's information policy does not serve 
society's interests, and plays with the masses’ feelings and thoughts. 

She added that this policy has come from above, without being discussed. 


Mrs Sharaf, who is one of the most educated people in the Arab homeland 
and who has relatively strong pan-Arab feelings, has tried to reconcile 
between the two sides of a different equation. She tried to reconcile 
between freedom of the press and the absence of democracy. She also tried 
to bet on the failure of the saying: "Arab media are the media of the 
authority, and not of the masses." 


On 18 January last year, Layla Sharaf accepted the position of information 
minister in Ahmad 'Ubaydat's government, taking advantage of the radical 
atmosphere that surrounded that government's formation. She wanted to 

use the position to lay groundwork for a clear-cut policy in the media 
field in general, particularly in the press, in order to serve the 
interests of the homeland, the citizens, and the masses without indulging 
in glorification policies--thereby adopting the principles of "democracy 
in news media,'' based on the following: 





1. News media are aimed at presenting facts in an objective manner, in 
order to help the masses form an enlightened public opinion toward the 
various local, Arab, and international issues. 
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2. Exerting efforts to limit the authority's interference in the media's 
work, because such interference will serve neither the masses nor the 
authority itself, and will make the citizen ignore the local media and 
fall into the grip of an aggressive media. 


3. The need to give the press, the fourth estate, a distinguished role 
in unveiling corruption to the authorities. 


These principles that Sharaf tried to apply in the news media establishments 
faced many obstacles, so she could only apply a few of the principles. 
Finally, Mrs Layla Sharaf has fulfilled a promise to journalists. She 

told them that she would resign the day she became unable to defend the 
journalists’ freedom. The day has come, and she has fulfilled her promise. 


CSO: 4400/89 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


JORDAN-PLO COMMITTEE ‘JOINT CURSE' 
JNO31833 Jerusalem AL-MITHAQ in Arabic 30 Jan 85 pp l, 11 
[Editorial: "The Joint Committee?" |] 


[Text] We have said from the beginning that the joint [Jordanian-Palestinian] 
committee for "supporting" steadfastness inside [the occupied territory] 

is a joint curse, especially after the exposure of embezzlement and 

burglary of the funds for the people's institutions in the West Bank and 

Gaza. We have pointed out these acts and acquainted readers with them 

in our issues. 


Since the beginning of this year, that committee has been suspending the 
salaries of the municipality workers and employees who are on strike 
because the Israelis dismissed a number of mayors and municipality 
councils and replaced them with others. 


This decision is strange, because it was adopted under the pretext of a 
deficit in the committee's fund. At the same time, we hear and see that 
enormous amounts of money are being spent in various areas that do not 
serve the people's issues, but exacerbate their tribulations. 


If we study the background of this decision, we will find that it follows 
the policy of the Palestinian rightist trend and its deviant course, 
which is running after a mirage of U.S. solutions and which is taking 
positions in the Arab reactionary trench. 


The deviant Palestinian trend is no longer concerned about the national 
stands, which are no longer related to it. Thus, suspending the salaries 
of these workers and employees is a punishment for their honest stands. 


The decision to suspend the salaries, even if it is not implemented--in 
case pressures and complaints succeed--will remain a decision against the 
workers and employees--not because they made a mistake, but because their 
national feeling prevented them from cooperating and collaborating with 
appointed mayors and councils. 


Palestinian and Arab history will record what kind of committee this is. 


The fact that this committee is a joint curse will be asserted. The 
committee's decision will remain, as the other decisions, a mark of disgrace. 


cso: 4400/89 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


W. BANK, GAZA PALESTINIANS CALL FOR PEACE SETTLEMENT 
TA110851 Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 11 Feb 85 p 2 


[Excerpt] A group of Palestinian community leaders from the West Bank 
and Gaza yesterday called for a peace settlement between Palestinians and 
Israelis as the only humane and effective solution to the conflict. Such 
a settlemant should be based on mutual recognition, direct negcetiations, 
rejection of both Arab and Jewish terror and the integration of Jordan 

in the peace process, as well as in its outcome. 


The group declared that "we recognize the right of Israel to exist, but 
we oppose the creation of Israeli settlements in the West Bank and in the 
Gaza Strip." 


Meeting at the home south of Hebron of electric engineer Muhammad Al-Nasir, 
the group, which says it represents the "voices of moderation," called 

on the Israeli authorities to grant the Palestinians in the West Bank 

and in the Gaza Strip the right of political organization and activity 

for the purpose of achieving a peace settlement. This should include the 
right of democratic elections to all representative bodies, including the 
municipalities. 


Stating that recent disturbances in the territories are merely symptoms 

of the continuing military occupation, the gathering stressed that the 

only way to end these upheavals is to find a political solution to the 
fundamenta’?. problems of the region. The gathering's resolutions also 
emphasize that Jordan's role in the peace process will not in any way 
infringe on the right of the Palestinians to self-determination, but will 
rather be based on the existing reality of indivisible economic, demographic 
and cultural ties between the people of Jordan, the West Bank, and Gaza. 


Among the leading participants at the meeting were Burhan al-Ja'bari, son 
of the late Hebron Mayor Shaykh al-Ja'bari, Muhammad Musa ‘Amr, former 
elected mayor of Dura, Ziyad al-Shawwa from Gaza and representatives from 
Janin, Nabulus and Hebron. A group of Israelis invited to attend the 
gathering included Tzvi Elpeleg of the "Way to Peace" movement, Willy 
Gafni, executive secretary of the International Center for Peace in the 
Middle East, and Shelly Elqayam of the (Sephardi) East for Peace movement, 


CSO: 4400/89 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


HEBRON NOTABLE PROPOSES SOLUTION FOR TERRITORIES 
TA181440 Tel Aviv 'AL HAMISHMAR in Hebrew 18 Feb 85 p 3 
[Report by Pinhas 'Inbari] 


[Text] Burhan al-Ja'bari from Hebron, the son of Shaykh al-—Ja'bari said 
that the Gaza Strip should be under Palestinian administration, overseen 
by Egypt, while the West Bank should be under Palestinian administration 
and overseen by Jordan. According to Burhan al-Ja'bari, a joint consulta- 
tive council should be set up for the Strip and for Gaza [as published] 
and this council should convene at regular intervals. The Palestinians 

in general, or the consultative council in particular, will elect the 
administrator of each region, whether this be Yasir 'Arafat or somebody 
else. According to his proposal, the territories will be demilitarized. 


The Husayn-‘Arafat agreement is a serious move toward peace, according to 
Burhan. However, this agreement will be beneficial only if Israel 
cooperates. Burhan believes that UN Security Council Resolution 242 is 
obsolete and should be modified. It was good 17 years ago and then, too, 
the Arab leaders made a mistake in adopting the resolution without its 
implementation being guaranteed. Therefore, according to Al-Ja'bari, this 
resolution should not be put at the center of the political process; it 

is the entire Palestinian problem that should be discussed. Burhan 
al-Ja'bari talked with the ‘AL HAMISHMAR correspondent. At the beginning 
of next month he will deliver a lecture to a Labor Party forum. 


CSO: 4400/89 
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SYRIA 


DEPUTY PREMIER DISCUSSES NEXT 5-YEAR PLAN 
Damascus TISHRIN in Arabic 11 Nov 84 p 4 


[Text] On 19 May 1984, the president of the republic issued Decree No 6 on 
the formation of a committee under the deputy prime minister for economic 
affairs to assume the task of preparing the Sixth Economic and Social Plan 
within the framework of long-term planning until the year 2000. 


The presidential decree stipulated that the committee exist to the end of 
1985 and that the committee enjoy the broadest powers to enable it to achieve 
its task. 


Under this decree, work has actually begun on preparations for the Sixth 
5-Year Economic and Social Development Plan--1986-1990--as of 1 July 1984. 
"Abd-al-Qadir Qaddurah, deputy prime minister, issued Decision No 1, which 
stipulated the participation of all the ministries and public authorities, as 
well as of the popular and vocational organizations, in the process of pre- 
paring the draft of the Sixth 5-Year Plan and entrusted the State Planning 
Committee with submitting the final draft of this budget to the plan prepara- 
tion committee for study, formulation and submission to the Higher Planning 
Council prior to 31 July 1985. 


Within the past few months, 14 sectoral committees were formed and entrusted 
with preparing the draft sectoral plans. Furthermore, a committee was formed 
in each province to prepare for the plan at the provincial level. 


His excellency the deputy prime minister also issued a decree forming a cen- 
tral technical committee to prepare the draft Sixth 5-Year Plan. 


These committees have begun their work. They have held several meetings at 
their various levels and covered a reasonable amount of ground in preparing 
this plan--ground which permits obtaining a first glimpse of the features of 
the coming 5-year plan. 


In this context, TISHRIN invited 'Abd-al-OQadir Qaddurah, deputy prime minister 
for economic affairs and chairman of the committee on preparing the Sixth 5- 
Year Plan, to an open session during which a dialogue took place on the gen- 
eral trends of the coming 5-year plan and its general features, as well as on 
the measures which have been achieved up to this time in the preparation of 
the plan's contents. 
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In the following lines, we present a succinct review of the proceedings of 
this session or meeting. The deputy prime minister has promised that such 
sessions will occur from time to time, particularly following the conclu- 
sion of the assessment of the Fifth 5-Year Pian, which will be completed 
this month, for the purpose of briefing the press and the public on the 
contents of the coming plan and the measures to be taken to achieve it step 
by step. 


At the beginning of the session, ‘Abd-al-Qadir Qaddurah, deputy prime winis- 
ter for economic affairs, emphasized the importance of this meeting and of 
the role which the press plays in linking the masses’ desires and ambitions 
to the central authority's trends and decisions for the purpose of making 
sound decisions which most respond to the masses’ aspirations. 


He noted the previous meetings with the editors of TISHRIN, which have always 
been bountiful meetings which shed light on many important points through the 
issues which had been raised and which reflect the actual conditions with 


which newsmen keep abreast through their daily contacts with citizens from 
the various walks of life. 


After this introduction, the talk began about the preparations being made for 
the Sixth 5-Year Plan. The deputy prime minister said that at the end of 
next year, the years covered by the Fifth 5-Year Plan will end, and the pro- 
cess of preparing for the next plan will begin. In mid-1984, His Excellency 
President Hafiz al-Asad issued Presidential Decree No 6 forming a committee 
to prepare the draft of the Sixth 5~Year Plan for the country's economic and 
social development. The committee is chaired by the deputy prime minister 
and includes as members the following gentlemen: the minister of state for 
planning affairs, the minister of state ior cabinet affairs, the assistant 
planning minister and the director of administrative and financial affairs 

of the State Planning Committee. This committee was assigned the task of 
preparing for the formulation of this plan within the context of long-term 
planning up to 1985. The widest powers have been vested in this committee 

to enable it to achieve its task and to make the decisions which it deems fit 
within the framework of this task. [he committee has also been given the 
jurisdiction to seek the assistance of al] quarters and of all experts work- 
ing in all the economic, social and service bodies. 


First Meeting of the Plan Preparation Committee 


The deputy prime minister added: At the committee's first meeting, we laid 
down a preliminary and basic framework based on discussions of the following 
points: 


How did things go with regard to implementation of the program under the 
Fifth 5-Year Plan? Where did obstacles lay in the way of the plan's imple- 
mentation? What were the results achieved in the elapsed years of the plan 
in the domain of implementing the projects under the plan, and what were the 
concepts of the previous plan and the laws which were promulgated for its 
implementation? 





We are preparing for the Sixth 5-Year Plan. We will assess the fifth plan, 
and through this assessment, we will be able to determine where and how we 
have succeeded, how we can continue this success and promote it, where the 
stumbling blocks are, what their reasons are, and how we can surmount them. 


Any upcoming plan must be complementary to the preceding one and must add 

the things which the preceding plan did not contain due to circumstances which 
had accompanied its preparation, whether material or time circumstances, or 
due to priorities. 


While preparing for the next plan, it is imperative for us to know what our 
achievements were under the preceding plan, whether the achievements under 
this or that sector have become adequate and what points there were which 
were not exacting when the previous plan was laid down but which have now 
become exacting. 


For the coming plan, we must study present conditions and technological pro- 
gress. It is also imperative for us to study the masses’ needs, which have 
arisen only at this time but which did not exist while preparations were 

being made for the previous plan, and to include these needs in our coming 
plan. Our plan is an integrated one which is aimed at building society. 

This plan takes into account the phases of society's development, the increase 
in the numbers of society's members and in its needs and the accommodation of 
these increases through this plan's programs. 


Priorities of Coming 5-Year Plan 


This question was answered by the deputy prime minister for economic affairs 
and chairman of the committee that is preparing the Sixth 5-Year Plan. 


At the first committee meeting, the sixth plan was completed. In accordance 
with the leadership's instructions, three rules were set for the plan, and 


they may be stated as follows: 


--Turning entirely toward agriculture, land reclamation and exploitation, 





pation—and—é orms—of—enersy,.— this trend will provide us with the 
material and financial requirements for spending on the other sectors, and 
it requires incorporating new lands in the cultivable areas and promoting the 
mode of exploitation of water resources in the country to insure the ideal 


exploitation of these resources. 
Industry, Transport and Communications and Tourism 
Services, and this is a sector to which a special importance has been 


attached, because it was not heeded by the Fourth 5-Year Plan, which had 
turned in the direction of industrial development. 


To a question about the justifications for these priorities, Qaddurah 
answered: In all kinds of planning, we must study all the circumstances 
around us, be they local or international, and we should come out with our 
plans having been adapted to these circumstances and to the country's 
requirements. 











I might not be exaggerating if I say that the two most important problems 

which the world is now addressing are energy and food security. We are a 

part of the world and we are affected by its issues, whether we like it or 
not and whether these be negative or positive reflections. 


In the middle of the current 5-year plan, we advocated the need to give 
priority to agriculture for the following reasons: 


--Because agriculture represents an unswerving local resource which can 
increase in abundance and reduces, as much as possible, the linkage with the 
external economic circumstances and crises. Our objective behind giving 
priority to agriculture is to achieve a kind of food self-sufficiency in the 
country. 


~-Because of the continuing increase in the country's population. The aver- 
age growth of population in our country represents the highest ratio in the 

world, while the amount of our cultivable lands is receding because of non- 

agricultural uses. 


--Because agriculture is no longer what it was in the past, just for the 
purpose of meeting primary requirements only, and because it now constitutes 
the basis of agricultural-industrial integration. 


--Because in this country, we still exploit only a small amount of our water 
from various sources. The population increase signifies, in return, a grow- 
ing need for food, services, culture and so on. This population increase 
also means the need for more new resources to cover this growing need. The 
agricultural sector is regarded as the most important source of these 
resources. 


What increases the need to attach greater importance to the agricultural 
sector is a review of some of the difficulties which we faced in past years. 
The 2 years of relative drought through which the country had passed contrib- 
uted to shaking some of our plans in both the industrial and service sectors. 
This year, we have imported about 1.4 million tons of wheat and these imports 
have been made at the expense of projects which were being implemented or 
whose implementation had been planned. This is what we have done about 
fodder, of which the poultry sector requires 400,000 tons of wheat. 


The deputy prime minister added: Our need for food is great and it is 
growing. Our planning must strive to meet this need. Under the Fourth 
5-Year Plan, our industrial requirements were great. This plan included 
industrial projects to meet these requirements. We now give the agricul]- 
tural sector and its projects priority in our coming plans to cover our 
food needs. 


He said: When we say that our first course during the coming plan will be 
toward the agricultural sector, we mean not only activating this sector but 
also reversing all future agricultural relations and bringing about an 
agricultural revolution based on modern and scientific agricultural methods. 
Pursuing a course leading to agriculture signifies surging forth toward the 
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generalization and propagation of agricultural mechanization, toward the 
scientific use of fertilizers so far as large and suitable times are con- 
cerned, toward a continuation of pest and control the most ideal use of in- 
secticides, toward appropriate agricultural rotations affording an intensive 
and ideal use of cultivable land and water resources, toward the introduction 
of new and diversified crops compatible with the findings of the soil classi- 
fication studies and with the requirements of our factories and our daily 
consumer requirements, toward a higher yield within an area unit and toward 
an annual agricultural plan that is issued in good time, implemented scrupu- 
lously at the level of each province and district and geared to reducing our 
agricultural imports to a minimum. 


Land is the basis, and we have endowed agricultural production with impor- 
tance in our coming plans, because this production offers security to our 
country and because this priority was determined through the instructions 
issued by the party Central Committee at its meetings in 1983. These 
meetings then endorsed 1983 as an agricultural year during which we will 
lay down the basis for a future and continuing agricultural renaissance. 


Editorial Remark 


In the course of his answers to questions about the justifications for 
giving priority to the agricultural sector in the next 5-year plan, his 
excellency the deputy prime minister cited some points worth mentioning: 


During the 1983-84 season, our production of cotton rose to 425,000 tons, 
after it had reached 355,000 tons in 1977 which, in return, resulted in a 
large number of pipes which the capacity of the oil presses could not handle 
in pressing. 


At the end of last August, the Higher Agricultural Council endorsed the 
1984-85 agricultural plan, including the purchase prices of crops and the 
cultivation places of these crops, while the current plan was endorsed in 
January 1983 for the 1982-83 season and in November 1983 for the 1983-84 
season. 


Experiments and limited cultivation encouraged by the government have proven 
the possibility of introducing new cultivation in some provinces, such as 
tobacco in Dar'a Province and bananas in al-Yarmu, Valley. 


Qaddurah concluded his answer about the reason for giving priority to agri- 
culture in the coming plan by saying: We pursue the course of agriculture 
because we possess all the factors of its development, or a large proportion 
of these factors. We have water, and we will work to exploit every drop of 
it; we have land, and we will work to expand its reclamation and to exploit 
it in the best way; and we have qualified scientists. We produce all kinds 
of fertilizers. This year, we have produced ammonium nitrate and have thus 
completed the circle of fertilizers, with the exception of potash. Our pro- 
duction of ammonium urea will become economical following the conclusion of 
the project for switching from naphtha and substituting it with gas. We have 
a tractory factory and we will work to expand the manufacture of agricultural 
machinery. 
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Services in Coming 5-Year Plan 


Why have not services been given priority in the areas to be followed while 
laying down the next 5-year plan? To this question, the deputy prime minis- 
ter for economic affairs answered: The plans and projects of the Fifth 5-Year 
Plan attached special importance to the service sector--and in a tangible 
manner. While implementing this plan, we turn to projects for roads, bridges 
and road junctions; to housing projects~~and suburbs came into existence in 
all Syrian cities--and to resolving the problems of electricity, telephones, 
drinking water and communications. 


We can now say that the lower infrastructure of services has almost been com- 
pleted, and we now work to improve its performance. 


The railroad infrastructure has almost been completed and has connected all 
the country's provinces and districts. In the railroad domain, we now only 
need branches to connect production sources to manufacturing or production 
locations. In other words, we are working on the backup services. 


In the field of rural electrification, the percentage of lighting was 70 per- 
cent of the country's rural areas around the beginning of the eighties. This 
percentage now amounts to 88 percent of the country, and to 100 percent in 
some provinces. We will certainly complete the electrification of the country- 
side before 1990. 


With regard to drinking water, we have taken big leaps forward and we will 
continue the completion work during the coming plan. 


Qaddurah added: We have made great achievements in the service and utilities 
sector. In 1970, the country's electric energy-generating capacity did not 
exceed 1 billion kilowatt-hours a year "900,000" [as published] while the 
present annual power-generating capacity is approximately 6.4 billion 
kilowatt-hours. In this respect, we can imagine the number of pylons, 

power transmission lines, meters and so on required to transmit this energy, 
and we can also imagine the volume of expenses in the completion of stations 
to generate this energy. 


The deputy prime minister concluded his answer to this question by saying: 

The presence of the service sector at the bottom of the list of orientation 
priorities for the formulation of the coming plan does not signify that a 
program and plan for the benefit of services have not been listed under the 
upcoming plan. However, this presence reflects the fact that we in this 
country have completed the infrastructure for this sector and that our 
upcoming plan will provide for completing this infrastructure, securing the 
requirements of its functioning in an ideal manner and bringing these services 
to all the masses. 


Considerations Which Planners Must Bear in Mind 


There are always specific considerations which planners put in their sights 
before they begin making their plans. Therefore, what are the issues or the 
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things which the government believes must be taken into account by those who 
have been entrusted with formulating the plan, while they are in the course 
of working out sectoral or employment plans? 


To this question, ‘Abd al-Qadir Qaddurah, the deputy prime minister, answered: 
Every plan must be aimed at man. This plan is for development, and man is its 
implementer and activator. Concerning the considerations to be observed in 
the plan, we have said that it is incumbent upon planners to know the best 
means of exploitation in the sectors for which plans are being hammered out 
and to know the potential available, the status of these sectors and what we 
want these sectors to be like. 


He added: At the first meeting of the committee preparing the plan, we said 
that the following matters must be heeded: 


-~Raising performance standards, adhering to a positive outlook and remaining 
aloof from a negative attitude and tackling them. 


The plan should be implementable and its returns should be known. 


The plan should be prepared in accordance with the form and concept which were 
adhered to in the preparation of the Fifth 5-Year Plan. 


--Avoiding the beginning of the implementation of any project whose economic 
feasibility has not been proved, seeking toexploit the existing projects in 
the best manner and tackling the bottlenecks and negative attitudes that 
hinder the functioning of projects. 


Concerning the basic trend of the plan, we must know what has been implemented 
in the previous plan and what has not been implemented. We must also deter- 
mine whether the nonimplementation was due to negligence or was due to a 
reason beyond our control (financing, climate). This knowledge requires a 
scientific, truthful assessment of the fifth plan. 


--Relying on local raw materials in manufacturing products and concentrating 
attention on manufacturing these raw materials as substitutes for imported 
products for the purpose of limiting imports as much as possible. 


--Learning the planning methods used in the states that pursue a socialist 
course and learning these states’ methods of setting their priorities and of 
procuring their material requirements, particularly those requirements 
connected with loans and banks. 


The plan is for the benefit of all citizens, and it is imperative for every 
citizen to contribute to its formulation from his position so that all will 
feel the usefulness of this plan. This requires knowing the roles and tasks 
of farmers, workers, craftsmen, organizations and so on in this plan; the 
relationships among the various sectors; and how these sectors serve each 
other for the purpose of achieving economic integration. 
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--Focusing attention on good-quality production and limiting squandering as 
much as possible to reach the minimum permissible limits. 


--Laying down timetables in the various domains to dispense with foreign 
experts inasmuch as possible. 


Planning Balance Among Sectors 


Within the framework of the course of comprehensive planning, which our coun- 
try pursues in its development process, how can we guarantee striking a 
balance in the coming 5-year plan, particularly because the sectoral commit- 
tees prepare the plan for each sector, and what measures have been taken, or 
will be taken, to realize this planning balance among the different sectors 
within the context of overall planning? 


His excellency the deputy prime minister said: When we specified the 
sectoral committees and when the names of their members were issued, the 
basic guideline given to thse committees called for the need of insuring that 
the committee chairmen and rapporteurs stay in contact with each other, on 
the understanding that each sector will fulfill its requirements within the 
available limits and achieve the potential to be secured for each sector. 

The understanding also was that each committee will view its sector from the 
overall view of the homeland as a whole. 


The element of safety in a balanced plan is achieved through the Central 
Technical Committee. This is a committee which includes all the chairmen 

of the sectoral and functional committees. This committee, which has been 
formed for the first time, shoulders the task of debating the reports on the 
handling of the various planning tasks, which have been submitted by the sec- 
toral committees, and of coordinating among these reports and endorsing 
them. In other words, this committee studies the extent of the balance 
existing in the proposed plans and the potential available within the com- 
prehensive plan. Furthermore, through its study of all the reports and in 
light of the meetings of the committee chairmen, this committee issues the 
guidelines insuring the required planning balance. 


At this point, [ want to note that the previous 5-year plans, and even the 
fifth plan, were formulated directly by the State Planning Committee, and 
the method of the sectoral committees, the sectoral subcommittees, the 
Central Technical Committee and the Plan Preparation Committee was not 
applied to the above-mentioned plans, except when the fifth plan was worked 
out and, at this time, while we are formulating the sixth plan. 


The decision forming the sectoral committees is characterized by the creation 
of a new Administrative Development Planning Committee. What are this commit- 
tee and its tasks? It has also been noticed that the Agriculture and I[rriga- 
tion Sector Committee has, for the first time, become two committees, one for 
irrigation and the other for agriculture. What is the reason? 


Qaddurah said: In every 5-year economic and social development plan, we 
include a basic subject to which we attach importance as confirmed by our 
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trials and experience gained in the course of implementing these development 
plans. In the Fifth 5-Year Plan, we attached importance to the manpower plan, 
and this plan began being submitted each year by the public quarters of the 
state to the State Planning Committee. We adhere to this plan. Furthermore, 
we have imbued this plan with a training and qualification potential. 


In relation to the preparations for the coming plan, we have said that spe- 
cial importance must be given to administrative development, because this is 
a major and broadranging task which requires: 


--Discussion of the organizational structure of the state and pubiic sector 
apparatus as well as discussion of the laws and systems in force, particularly 
the labor laws. 


--Work tools and technicalities. 


--Administrative functions, the way they are performed, the problem of who 
will carry out the assessment processes and so on. 


Therefore, we have formed a special Administrative Development Planning Com- 
mittee, which includes many specialists from universities and from research 
and study centers, and representatives of popular organizations, the Council 
of State and the general civil servants register. We specified this commit- 
tee's task as one of turning administrative development theories into a 
tangible fact. This committee was formed as a result of our feeling that 
great problems in the administrative domain had been remedied only superfi- 
cially, and in view of our belief in the important role of administrative 
development. 


Concerning the creation of two committees for irrigation and agriculture, 
instead of the one committee which had previously made plans for the two 
sectors, this action has come as a result of our belief in the role performed 
by the irrigation sector. 


An Irrigation Ministry has been created in accordance with the resolutions 
passed by the party's Seventh Regional Congress for the purpose of achieving 
the best exploitation of water resources. The irrigation sector is a very 
broad one and its activities encompass power generation, irrigation and drain- 
age networks, irrigation methods and water channels, and this is what has 
prompted us to form a special committee to plan for irrigation. 


Within this context, his excellency the deputy prime minister pointed to the 
number of large dams which have been completed, which number about 88 dams. 
He also noted a number of important dams for which the cornerstone has been 
laid in preparation for building them or which are intended to be buiit in 
the course of the coming 5-year plan. 


Local Councils’ Plan Preparation Role, Basic Year 
[Question] How has the implementation of the second phase of the local admin- 


istration law and of the powers vested in the local councils been reflected in 
the contents of the Sixth 5-Year Plan? 
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[Answer] For the first time, we have formed committees to prepare the Sixth 
5-Year Plan in the provinces. These committees function under the oversight 
of the local councils of the local government. These committees are chaired 
by the governors. They include representatives of the quarters concerned and 
of the sectors in which local powers were vested by virtue of the local 
government law. These committees study the projects they require and submit 
them to the competent specialized sectoral committee. The sectoral committee 
studies these projects and submits them to the technical committee for a 
decision. In other words, the provincial committees have submitting, iden- 
tifying and requesting powers. However, the Central Committee has decision- 
making powers. 


[Question] Why was 1980 set as the basic year in the formulation of the plan? 


[Answer] Every plan has a basic year to which to attribute the required 
development averages, as well as the averages achieved, and with which to 
make comparisons. We did not designate 1981 as a basic year for the plan 
for various reasons, including: 


--The various production sectors were not operating fully in 1981. 


--The existence of some error in the year, specified as the basic year, when 
the Fifth 5~-Year Plan was worked out. 


--The rise in agricultural production in 1981 as a result of good rainfall. 


Following ample studies, we decided to set 1980 as a basic year for the coming 
plan. 


We Will Meet Again 


These are some of the points of the meeting of the editors of TISHRIN with 
"Abd-al-Qadir Qaddurah, deputy prime minister and chairman of the Sixth 
5-Year Plan Preparatory Committee. There are other points which were raised 
about economic issues which we will publish later. 


The meeting signaled the beginning of our own initiative in having a role in 
the formulation of the plan. It has been useful to us as journalists and it 
has placed us in the picture of what is going on in the realm of preparations 
for the plan. However, the coming meetings will be more useful, because the 
assessment of the former plan will then have been concluded, and the features 
of the coming plan, which will be worked out in light of this assessment, 
will have become clearer, 
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JPRS-NEA -85 -037 
14 March 19385 


AL-HASAKAH MECHANIZES COTTON, CORN HARVEST 
Damascus TISHRIN in Arabic 7 Nov 84 p 3 


[Text] Statistics point to a drop in production per worker in the agricul- 
tural sector of the developing countries, and to a rise in this production 
in the advanced countries. For instance, an agricultural worker produces, 
on the average, enough to feed 19 persons in Bulgaria, 15 persons in the 
Soviet Union and 14 persons in Japan, whereas in our country, we find this 
worker producing enough for only 3 persons. Even worse, in some developing 
countries, such a worker's production might even drop lower than this level, 
and in some of these countries an agricultural worker might not even produce 
enough to feed himself. 


The decrease in agricultural productivity is directly linked to the extent 

of the spread of mechanized agriculture and to the use of modern agricultural 
methods. From this premise, and following the dwindling manpower resources 
in the countryside as a result of migration to the cities, our country pursued 
a policy of depending on the propagation of agricultural machinery to achieve 
the full mechanization of stratecic crops, and our country has taken many 
steps in this domain in past years. 


In Al-Hasakah Province, the branch of the Agricultural Mechanization Fstablish- 
ment planted 61,000 donums with cotton during the 1983-84 season, depending on 
machines and beginning with sowing and ending in harvesting. 


On the generalization of agricultural mechanization, particularly in connec- 
tion with both cotton and corn crops, we had a meeting with Hanna Banjaru, 
director of al-Hasakah branch of the Agricultural Mechanization Establishment : 


Locally made machines used: 


On the instructions of the General Fstablishment, the al-Hasakah branch of the 
establishment carried out a number of experimentson a number of the main 

crops cultivated in the province, such as cotton, corn, lentils, chickpeas, 
peas and so on, for the purpose of mechanizing most of the agricultural 
rrocesses needed for producing these crops. Up to this time, the establish- 
ment has held integrated mechanization experiments for the cotton, corn and 
rea crops. These experiments have produced satisfactory results, particularly 
in corn and cotton crops. In carrying out these experiments, the branch 
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depended on local expertise, that is, on local agronomists and workers. We 
also focused our attention on using mechanical plows and sowers, as well as 
rotovators, which produced highly acceptable results. Furthermore, we can 
raise the production of these machines and develop them by means of making 
some alterations appropriate for th2se types of agriculture. 


We took into consideration two basic aspects, to wit: first, increasing pro- 
duction and reducing costs as much as possible and, in fact, we can develop 
our work even more and carry out more of these experiments in case efforts 
are streamlined and cooperation is achieved with the other quarters inter- 
ested in agricultural work. In this instance, it will be possible to realize 
integrated agricultural work and we will be able to achieve better results 

in a shorter time, while we will be creating an opportunity for generalizing 
the modern method which is applied to the crops cultivated in the province or 
throughout the country. Efforts should particularly be streamlined with the 
Research Directorate in Damascus, the Agricultural Guidance Directorate, the 
agricultural colleges and the peasants organization. 


Mechanized cotton cultivation expanded: 


The results of last year's experimental mechanization of cotton planting have 
given an incentive and generalized momentum for embarking on an expansion of 
the mechanization method in cotton cultivation. The cultivated area has 
increased from 25 hectares to 120 hectares cultivated through full mechaniza- 
tion, including harvesting and transporting the product in bundles to the 
ginning plant. We have also cultivated a number of guidance fields for our 
brother peasants and farmers. We used all mechanized processes, with the 
exception of mechanized harvesting. We have achieved very good results inso- 
far as production is concerned, to the extent that a field was nominated a 
winner at the cotton festival which was held this year in Aleppo. The per- 
donum yield totaled about 500 kg and, thus, this field won the silver cup. 
This has encouraged many brothers in several areas of the province to use 
modern mechanical methods in their own agricultural work. This area is 
expected to increase next year, through the partial mechanization of cotton 
cultivation, by three or four times the area cultivated in the current 
season, after we have equipped a group of mechanical service teams, whose 
number amounts to five rooms distributed among the areas of Ra's al-‘Ayn and 
al-Hasakah, and have equipped them with the most modern agricultural machines 
such as tractors of various sizes and also sowers for the various crops such 
as cotton, grains, lentils and chickpeas as well as with fertilizing equipment 
and other agricultural machinery. 


Economic feasibility perused: 


We asked agronomist Banjaru about the economic feasibility and about the sav- 
ings achieved through the process of using this agricultural mechanization 
method. He answered: There is a savings equivalent to 1 Syrian pound in 
fertilizing 1 donum, in addition to insuring the homogeneity of fertilizer 
distribution in the field and to depositing the fertilizer near the plant's 
roots. 
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Mechanized sowing: 


In addition to the ease of work and the distribution of seeds at even 

depths in a homogeneous way throughout the field, mechanized sowing saves a 
quantity of seeds ranging from 7 to 10 kg per donum, at an estimated cost of 
15 Syrian pounds, in addition to the other .ivantages, to wit: there is 
little need for manpower in singling and hoeing and in mechanized hoeing 
operations. Furthermore, mechanized hoeing permits us to carry out thinning 
operations at the required depth and in accordance with plant age, in addi- 
tion to immunizing the plants, which fosters formation of a large root asso- 
ciation and saves no less than 50 Syrian lira per donum, in addition to saving 
effort, as [ have said previously. 


Irrigation process: 


The modern method in use is the method of long-line irrigation, which waives 
a number of agricultural processes now in use in the traditional method, such 
as digging channels and erecting sand barriers in the fields. However, the 
long-line irrigation method, which achieves a savings of up to 25 percent in 
irrigation water, facilitates the farmer's entry in his field to observe his 
plants without harming them and makes it easy to carry out combat operations, 
if a pest attack appears, and to carry out the mechanical implementation of 
other agricultural operations. Furthermore, the results of experiments have 
shown that, through this method, it is possible for one farmer to irrigate 
singlehandedly an area of no less than 75 donums, while, through the tradi- 
tional method, this area does not exceed 30 donums. Consequently, this 
method saves manpower in irrigation costs amounting to 50 Syrian pounds per 
donum. 


Mechanized harvesting: 


Experiments have demonstrated to us that mechanized harvesting does not mean 
less manual harvesting, despite the numerous positive attributes of the 
mechanized harvesting method, such as lifting the crops quickly before rain- 
fall and the possibility of expanding the cultivation of cotton in areas 
with meager manpower resources. However, manual harvesting done in return 
for reasonable wages remains a better method than mechanized harvesting be- 
cause cotton remains clean in manual harvesting, and there is no need for 
using "precipitants,"' which have not given the hoped-for results up to this 
time during their use in the cotton fields to which the integrated mechanized 
method is applied. We carry out such experiments in preparation for the 
future, when the expansion of agriculture will reach its peak through the 
implementation of numerous enormous agricultural projects, such as the 
Al-Khabur dam and the Euphrates project, which will result in the irrigation 
of areas not exceeding 200,000 hectares. Then, it will become definitely 
impossible to procure the manpower needed to cover all these areas and to 
insure their most ideal exploitation. 


This year, we used the method of transporting the cotton crop in bundles. 


The results were very good. By using this method, we have saved a great 
deal of money, because the cost per bundle is about 10 Syrian pounds. We 
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have also dispensed with product-packing processes and with loading the prod- 
uct and transporting it from the production fields to the purchasing centers 
at the cotton gins. We have concluded that we saved about 50 Syrian pounds 
per donum. 


Corn cultivation experiments: 


Following the decision to cultivate corn, we carried out experiments on the 
Full mechanization of corn. We planted an area of 300 donums, while using 
agricultural machinery in carrying out all the agricultural operations, 
including harvesting and threshing. We used locally made or assembled 
agricultural machinery, such as the Furat tractors and sowers. Savings 
were made in both production costs and the product itself, because the 
productivity per donum amounted to a maximum of 325 kg and to a minimum of 
250 kg. Meanwhile, we do not expect the average per-donum production in 
the province to exceed 150 kg. 


Impediments hindering experiments: 


His excellency the director of the al-Hasakah branch of the Agricultural 
Mechanization Establishment then switched to talking about the impediments 
which have confronted experiments with the corn, cotton and pea crops by 
saying: 


We have planted 500 donums belonging to our brother peasants with corn. We 
suffered from the small area of these fields and from their dispersal, because 
the area of the largest field is no more than 20 donums and the distance 
between one field and another is extremely great. This shortcoming appeared 
through, and was embodied in, the harvesting operations, when we moved har- 
vesters from one location to another. This resulted in raising the cost of 
exploiting these machines and, subsequently, in a decline in their produc- 
tivity caused by the constant movement from one location to another in 

these fields. 


We have also cultivated an area of 60 donums with peas to the benefit of 
the canned food factory, and we could not harvest the crop mechanically be- 


cause the harvesting machines needed failed to arrive. 


Therefore, the results have been good, even in the harvesting operations. 
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IDLiB OLIVE EXHIBITION REPORTED, IMPROVEMENT PROPOSALS NOTED 
Damascus TISHRIN in Arabic 7 Nov 84 p 3 


[Text] Although the olive tree is regarded as an important manifestation of 
the country's economic level, and also as a manifestation of the province's 
social level, we do not believe, however, that the olive tree needs an occa- 
sion through which it would be possible to cast light on the status of this 
tree and on the degree of development it has reached. Consequently, this 
talk will not die out just because the bank has been closed down. Talk is 
always renewed about the position of the olive tree in our national economy, 
not solely because there are now well over 31 million trees, as his excellency 
the agriculture minister announced, but also because these trees make a posi- 
tive contribution to bolstering our food security and to consolidating our 
national economy and because they constitute a basic source of livelihood for 
a large number of the country's citizens. 


Therefore, the olive tree enjoys the special and distinctive attention of the 
competent quarters at the various levels headed by our struggler comrade, 

Lt Gen Hafiz al-Asad. A special committee has been tormed under Comrade Wahib 
Fadil, minister for presidential affairs, which includes as members the head 
of the Central Oversight and Inspection Authority and a number of specialists 
from the country's universities, and this committee has recently made a field 
visit to the province during which it has familiarized itself with the status 
of the olive tree as well as with its problems and with the measures guaran- 
teeing its development. 


Since the exhibition is not an end in itself, inasmuch as it is an occasion 
through which those selected compete in bringing forth their expertise and in 
acquainting themselves with the most prominent scientific developments that 
have occurred, we will talk briefly about the exhibition and then move to what 
is more important. 





We will answer just one question: what about the olive tree in Idlib 
Province? 


To begin with, it is imperative to note that this year's exhibition, so far 
as its framework is concerned, is considered successful as a result of the 
streamlining of the efforts exerted by the Directorate of Agriculture and 
Agrarian Reform and the Peasants Branch Office, and as a result of cooperation 
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among all the other quarters concerned which participated in the exhibition. 
This applies to the popular organizations, such as the youth and vanguard 
organizations and the Women's Union, all of which have occupied their special 
pavilions, and to some other quarters concerned with the agricultural sector. 


If we except the Agricultural Center, which participated for the first time 
in this exhibition with a small pavilion, and the increase in the number of 
the guidance plates signed in the name of the Olive Bureau, then there is 
nothing new in this exhibition, which decor engineer ‘Abd al-Razzaq Hayani 

has endowed with distinctive vitality, despite the fact that it is difficult 
to deal with the olive for exhibition purposes. Furthermore, artist Nadir 
Qaddur has made the exhibition very attractive with his olive tree paintings, 
which have won the admiration of all the exhibition's visitors. 


What we have said concerns the form. However, when it came to concept, we 
strongly wished that there were an actual presence of scientific establish- 
ments, which have been limited to the presence of only the Arab Center for 

Dry Areas and Arid Lands Studies. We also strongly wished that the Olive 
Bureau had acquainted the spectators with the fruit of its work through only 
one guidance plate similar to those which were exhibited by all the provinces, 
or that the Olive Bureau had at least acquainted the spectators with the 
primary results of mechanical harvesting, which is regarded as the most 
marked problem from which the olive farmers suffer. 


We also wished strongly that some Arab and international scientific estab- 
lishments from the olive-producing states had been invited to attend the 
inaugural ceremony, since our potential might not permit taking this exhibi- 
tion out of the country's framework to a more general and comprehensive one, 
particularly because Syria is considered as being the original habitat of 
the olive tree, as the agriculture minister announced at the exhibition's 
inaugural ceremony. 


On the social level, the exhibition attracted most of the citizens of the 
provincial center, and at least those who found in the exhibition a breather 
that allowed them to kill some time, particularly because the province lacks 
a resort at which the citizens can relax in times of leisure. Furthermore, 
a great deal of time was spent talking about the arts performance organized 
by the Revolutionary Youth Union as part of the exhibition activities. 
During this performance, the Al-Khansa' Girls Secondary School troupe 
delighted the audience with an outstanding arts performance, which was 
concluded with the election of this year's olive beauty queen. 


After this intensive review of the exhibition's status, we again wonder about 
the status of the olive trees in Idlib Province. 


Those who have had the opportunity to follow up the efforts, which the 
farmers exert here in serving the olive trees, will inevitably shake hands 
with the farmers and laud their deep attachment to the land. Through their 
efforts, the farmers this year have increased the area planted with olive 
trees by 3,300 hectares, thus exceeding the international growth rate of 2 
percent. This is because, after the past 5 years, the growth rate in the 
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province reached 2.6 percent, as Ahmad Summaq, the director of agriculture and 
agrarian reform in Idlib, said. 


Summaq added that Idlib Province is regarded as one of the four olive-producing 
provinces in the country, along with Aleppo, al-Ladhiqiyah and Tartus. Idlib 
Province comes in second place insofar as the area and the number of trees are 
concerned. The area planted with olive trees is 78,565 hectares, and this 
area constitutes a ratio of 76 percent out of the total area planted with 
orchards in the province. 


In accordance with this year's statistics, the number of olive trees is 8.45 
million trees. 


This great development is due to: 


1. The efforts exerted by the brother farmers and those specializing in this 
agriculture. 


2. The suitability of soil and climate in an ideal manner for this tree. 
3. The pre- and post-processing brisk markets available for this crop. 
4. The ease of processing and the possibility of product storage. 


5. The mechanization of the crop throughout the cultivation and service 
phases, with the exception of harvesting, which is still in an experimental 
phase. 


These factors have fostered the expansion of cultivation and have contributed 
to increasing crops, which amounted to 43,563 tons in 1979, to 109,773 tons 
in 1980 and to 53,403 tons in 1981, while in 1982 the crop set a record 
figure of 175,805 tons. In 1983, the crop receded to 64,000 tons. However, 
this year production is estimated at 108,000 tons. 


This product fluctuation is due to the yearly alternation in fruit bearing; 
one year crops are abundant but as for the other year! This is the result of 
environmental and hereditary factors. However, the type cultivated in the 
province, "al-Misri or al-Surani," is less affected by this phenomenon than 
the other types, because it gives a good yield in 1 year, and a medium yield 
in the other. This type constitutes 95 percent of the types planted in the 
province. 


The agriculture director says that there can be no doubt that Idlib Province 
is on its way to a large expansion of olive cultivation. An irrigation water 
crisis now looms on the horizon following the drop in the ground water level, 
the drying up of some wells and the imminent drying up of others, and this 
signifies the gradual transformation of irrigated lands into nonirrigated 
lands. Consequently, the nonirrigated lands will turn into wooded lands, with 
the exception of the fertile lands with heavy red soil. 
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The ideal tree most suitable for the land of the province is the olive tree. 
Therefore, olive trees will cover the largest part of the province's culti- 
vable land. 


How about the problems from which this tree suifers? 
In this regard, this talk can be divided into: 


1. Diseases 
2. Pests 


With regard to diseases: 


1. Dryness of olive tree branches is considered one of the dangerous 
diseases which endanger this tree. It appeared for the first time in the 
province in 1982, because it was unknown prior to this date. However, the 
rate of infection does not exceed 5 percent, despite the fact that there 
is no remedy for this disease, in accordance with the ministry's instruc- 
tions, save for some preventive instructions. 


A seminar on this disease was held in 1982 at the center tor agricultural 
research of the ministry's directorate. During this seminar, numerous 
reports were discussed and the universities and agricultural scientific 
institutes were assigned with carrying out research and conducting studies. 
Up to this time, we have not received anything about the outcome of this 
research. 


2. The Vanessa disease proliferates in the humid western and northern areas, 
and its remedy is considered somewhat diificulit, because the disease occurs 
in autumn following rainfall and in March. During these two periods, the 
earth is usually muddy and it is difficult for vehicles to enter it. There- 
fore, we suggest that this disease be combatec regularly from the air at 
state expense to fight locusts and tuberculosis. 


3. Olive tree (tuberculosis) is confined to villages in the Harim area 
adjacent to Turkey. The number of affected trees is estimated at 40,000 
trees, and there is no remedy for this disease. 


These are the most important diseases from the economic perspective. Concern- 


ing the pests which attack olive trees, they can be summed up in the following: 


The olive tree mite and its three generations: 


The blossom, fruit and leaf generations. When it comes to the blossom 
generation, it is combated by the farmers. However, it is difficult to 
specify the time at which the fruit generation appears, which requires con- 
ducting annual and periodic studies to specify the time of its appearance and, 
consequently, to specify the time for combating it, because it has a dire 
economic effect on olive trees and on their quality as well as on product 
quality. 











The olive fly is considered one of the insects which attack the olive fruit 
and lead to a sizable shortage in the product as well as in product quality 
and quantity. Although it is easy to combat this fly, it nevertheless 

causes major disasters when it is neglected or combated partially. Combating 
it individually does not fulfill the objective. Therefore, it is imperative 
to combat the fly collectively, and at specific times. 


This year, the fight encompassed 1.2 million trees. We suggest that this 
insect be fought by means of aircraft used in agriculture, particularly 
because we now have six airstrips in the province, with the exception of 
al-Ma'‘arrah area, where an airstrip will be built to make it possible to 
combat all agricultural pests from the air. 


Wood leopard. Proliferation of this pest is limited to the province, because 
the predominant type of olive trees is resistant to this pest. 


Olive tree (niran). This pest previously had a direct effect on olive trees. 
However, the farmers' alertness to the fact that they should refrain from 
using pruned leftovers has limited the spread of the disease. 


At any rate, one can say that there is no fear for the future of this boun- 
tiful tree, thanks to the vigilance of the farmers, who have exerted their 
efforts and who have sweated for the sake of this tree, in addition to a 
followup of this tree by technicians on the one hand, and thanks to the 
interest taken in the olive tree by officials at the highest levels on the 
other. 


His excellency the director of the agriculture department said in conclusion: 


It is imperative that this evolution, which the province is witnessing in the 
domain of olive tree cultivation, be accompanied by a development of process- 
ing and marketing processes and by the establishment of modern olive presses 
in accordance with well-thought-out programs and plans commensurate to the 
annual increase in this crop. 


It is also imperative that this expansion be coupled with olive research sta- 
tions to study all the phenomena stemming from this development, such as the 
appearance of some diseases and pests, and also to study the types of 
environmental and hereditary factors that face this crop. It is also impera- 
tive to insure the presence of specialized technicians. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


ARAB JOURNALIST ACCOMPANIES GUERRILLAS INSIDE COUNTRY 
Abu Dhabi AL-ITTIHAD in Arabic 22, 24, 31 Dec 84; 2, 5 Jan 85 
[22 Dec 84 p 15] 


LExcerpt] It has been noted from the beginning that, in the aftermath of the 
leftist revolution and the overthrow of the Dawud Khan republic in April 1978, 
Afghanistan has been divided into two basic movements. 


There is a political left movement, dominated by the People's Democratic Party 
with its competing clements, Khalg and Parcham, and there is an Islamic 
political movement which is incompatible with the first and calls for the 
overthrow of the new leftist regime. This movement is dominated by a group of 
senior clerics and a number of traditional personalities. 


Because the first movement controls the government, the second movement has 
become the opposition. 


The Afghan opposition has, therefore, acquired a distinctly religious 
character, not only attributable to the number of clerics and the path of 
Sufism followed by the factions of the resistance, but also fundamentally 
attributable to the deep religious conviction of the Afghan people, who have 
clung to their Islam throughout the ages and maintained their religious 
heritage in the face of all foreign invasions. In fact, the Afghan people 
have found in their Islamic faith the motivation for the resistance and the 
incentive for fighting the invasion of the foreign infidels, as the Afghans 
describe them. 


Since the dawn of history, invaders, explorers and European and Asian 
foreigners have passed through these Afghan mountains and their desolate 
canyons. 


Many religions and beliefs--pagan and divine--have penetrated Afghan 
territory: Brahmanism, Zoroastrianism, Christianity and Islam. 


All have passed through here, but none, except Islam, could achieve a 
foothold. Islam alone has come and stayed. 
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(24 Dec 84 p 13] 


[Excerpt] We can take the huge Nangarhar region as a model of the escalation 
of the Islamic resistance movement. We were able to enter this region with 
certain Afghan mujahidin groups. 


In this region the resistance enjoys extensive freedom of movement, 
unparalleled bravery and true sovereignty since the groups of rebels have been 
able to liberate most of this region's plains, valleys and mountains. In 
addition, they have gained the support of the rebel tribes, whereas the 
control of the official Afghan government and the Soviets is restricted to the 
capital of Jalalabad and the main roads in the city. This is the capital 
whose hills we stood on one dawn in January 1981. We participated shoulder to 
shoulder with the mujahidin forces while they bombed the city's military 
airport in an operation that is still considered one of the boldest attack 
operations of the fighting revolutionaries. Thanks to advanced weapons and 
daily battle experience, they have truly become more daring and brave in 
attacking their targets, taking control of government positions and advancing 
on other regions outside the Nangarhar region to assist tneir colleagues who 
are charged with other missions. 


We could give many examples from other regions, such as Kunar and Panjsher, to 
reveal how the armed resistance movement has increased against the foreign 
occupation that backs the Karmal government in Kabul. 


However, we prefer now at least quickly to discuss Nangarhar because of its 
strategic importance to both sides of the struggle: the revolutionary 
mujahidin groups on the one hand and the Kabul government backed by the Soviet 
army on the other hand. 


Nangarhar's strategic importance is due to the fact that it is the most 
important region connecting the opposition with Pakistan. Along with Kunar 
and Paktia, it represents an area of free movement for the rebels, who spread 
like raindrops among the grains of sand. They disappear moving in and out of 
its mountains, hills and valleys carrying weapons and supplies but, more 
importantly, carrying the spirit of revolution and rebellion. However, this 
region is distinguished from all the other border regions because it is the 
one that controls the roads and entrances leading to the famous and historic 
Khyber Pass, which extends 160 km and links the mountains of Afghanistan in 
the west to the plains of Pakistan in the East. More to the point, it links 
the highlands of central Asia to the plains of the Indian peninsula. 


The Afghan government forces and the Soviets control the main entrances to the 
pass on the Afghanistan side and are present in large numbers at the official 
border crossing at Tor Kham where they try to control entry and exit 
precisely. Nonetheless, the stealth of the rebels has prevented their 
movements from being cut off through the other parts of the region and across 
mountain trails and the infrequently traveled paths that penetrate the 
Sulayman mountain range--which is part of the Himalayas--and the Kurram, 
Jumal, Bowlan, Khowjak and Kuhat passes in particular. All of these permit 
freedom of movement using guides who live in the surrounding mountains, 
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allowing men of the resistance to move to and from Afghanistan without being 
seen. 


The Nangarhar region is distinguished, in addition to its rugged mountains, by 
its agriculturally rich plains and valleys. This provides the resistance with 
an inexhaustible supply of watcr and food. In addition, this area has a 
tremendous supply of people who belong to the fighting forces, especially 
because one of its most important large tribes, the Shinwari, rebelled and 
joined the revolutionaries against the government in Kabul. 


Therefore, the armed resistance has found in this region a large area to 
operate and act boldly against the official Afghan army and the Soviet army. 
Meanwhile, the four main tribes that are found around and near the Khyber 
Pass--the Shinwari, Afridis, (Shilmani) and (Mola Juriz)--supply the 
resistance with an inexhaustible supply of strong fighters, food and weapons, 
and safe refuge that the Soviet forces cannot reach at all except with attacks 
from helicopter “gunships" that drop their payloads on predetermined targets 
and disappear quickly from the sky so that they will not be hit by snipers 
hiding in eaves in the rugged mountains. 


Given the strategic importance of the Nangarhar region, the Soviets have 
concentrated their forces and those of the allied Afghan government in the 
region. In fact, during the first year of their entry into the country, they 
put more than half of their invading forces in the region with the hope of 
striking the primary military, human and supply base of the resistance, and 
with the hope of closing the primary pass--the Khyber Pass--which they thought 
to be the only road for infiltration. However, the mujahidin confronted this 
intense effort with extremely simple tactics. They resorted to other passes 
to enter and leave the country, passes that are difficult for regimented, 
heavily armed troops to reach and control. Then they divided their fighting 
Forces into small groups to facilitate their movement, speed, flexibility and 
ability to hide. 


The commander of one of the districts in the Nangarhar region told me that his 
forces belonging to the "Islanic Party" had been divided into four battle 
districts which covered the length and width of the region. The command of 
each of these districts includes 12-14 units and each unit includes a total 
number of fighters ranging from 40 to 60. This usually facilitates night 
movement and sometimes facilitates day movement. It also makes it easier for 
them to provide supplies, weapons and ammunition, and it facilitates making 
field decisions in the general political context of the mujahidin 
organization. 


The young commander also told me, "Despite the shortage of advanced weapons, 
the paucity of ammunition and the absence of necical equipment, and despite 
the savagery of the enemy's attacks, especially by helicopter, the Soviet army 
and its ruling leftist ally are nonetheless fighting ghosts that only appear 
by surprise to fight fiercely and know only victory or martyrdom" He added, 
"The distinguishing feature of our forces, although they are small in nunaber 
and poorly armed compared to the enemy's forces, is that we fight for the 
cause of Islam under the banner of holy war. We fight in defense of our 
nationalism and religious convictions. But why have they come as invaders of 
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our country? They have traveled thousands of miles from the heart of the 
Ukraine or Georgia or even from other countries that are part of the communist 
bloc to come here to try to tame our rugged mountains! Haven't they read 
history and learned from the experiences of Alexander, Ghengis Khan and 
Tamerlane? Haven't they learned from modern history when "Great" Britain 
failed to subdue the fighting Pathan tribes that would not accept submission 
to foreigners?" 


I said to him, "Before we go into the many other details, how do you view the 
results of the struggle?" 


He answered with a strange sharpness, "There is only one result. It will not 
be much different from what has happened during the past 2,000 years: victory 
for the sons of the country and defeat for the invaders regardless of their 
names, their color or their armies. These mountains are rugged. Their 
villages were established by history and geography on the basis of rejection 
of foreign domination and domestic despotism. Therefore, our exterior has 
remained untarnished. What does it matter if the invaders this time are 
trying to instill communism to the bone in an Islamic country? They have 
described our country as a "mosaic" of everything--of history, geography, 
events, landscape and weather. This is true, but the more pertinent truth is 
that we, above all else, are a mosaic of struggle in defense of our 
nationalism and our religion." 


"We come from a number of ethnic origins and sometimes we appear divided. In 
the face of foreign invasion, however, we are a solid and cohesive part of 
that surprising mosaic." 


[31 Dec 84 p 13] 


[Text] While I was crossing these mountain passes whose summits are generally 
covered with bright white ice, I felt as though I were one of the great 
historians, steadfast leaders, explorers, religious preachers, mischievous 
adventurers or devout missionaries. 


Yes, for a moment I felt--probably to entertain myself or to urge myself not 
to fear the danger lurking on every hill and the angel of death hovering in 
the open sky--as if I were Herodotus or Alexander the Great or Hu Tsin Chang 
or Ibn Batutah or Mahmud al-Ghaznawi or Marco Polo or (Anru Wilson)? 


I felt the delight of victory felt by those who for various reasons have 
penetrated the Hindukush mountain range across ancient "Bakhtaria" or the 
current Khyber Pass or, in other words, across what was the silk route in the 
Middle Ages and the opium route in modern times. 


One cold, wild, snowy, mountain evening while I was panting behind the young 
Afghan guide who was steering through the rugged path, I felt as though I were 
carrying on my back everything borne by those great men who preceded me and 
who engraved their names on the stone of these harsh, hard mountains. They 
recorded their names in both ancient and modern history. 
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I truly felt as though I were carrying all the burdens of human civilization. 
Through Afghanistan--its passes, not its centers--were linked the 
civilizations of the ancient world, from the Greek and the Roman to the Arab 
and 1slamic and on to the Pharaonic and Persian civilizations in the West, and 
through the Siri Mountain to the Indian and Chinese civilizations in the East. 
These civilizations have seen Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, Brahmanism and 
Zoroastrianism. 


1 felt as though JI were carrying on my weak and burdened back the philosophies 
and various divine religions~-even their offshoots--of the ancient 
Civilizations. With them J crossed the Sulayman mountain range. I was 
overcome with the strange, hidden feelings that came upon King Solomon 
himself. It is said that he came one day to this rugged region and stood as I 
am standing on the peaks of its high mountains and looked down to the East-- 
whereas JI am looking to the West--and he found the plains of the Indian 
peninsula open and inviting before him. Yet because they were so low compared 
with the towering mountains, they were pitch black. The King was grieved and 
turned his eyes away from the plains and, thus, did not enter them He 
returned from where he had come, descending the canyons of the mountains that 
from that time onward took their name from his name, according to ancient 
Afghan legends. 


However, the situation with me was different. Danger was Lurking at every 
moment and at any moment. This prompted me to hasten my step and breathe 
harder in my determination to confront tne burden, the cold and the fear. 1 
panted behind my guide, a young Pathan. The historical descriptions of the 
tribes of this region fit him well. They say that the Pathans have black 
hearts, stone faces, the eyes of falcons and the legs of leopards. 


My guide at once embodied all of these qualities. He jumped from hill to hill 
carrying on his slender back our food and water for 3 days and on top of this 
a rifle carefully hidden among his clothes. Meanwhile, I only carried a pen, 
some small sheets of paper and a small camera. 


From time to time, he would whisper a word and I would respond with another. 
With great care, silence would dominate our conversation because no one knows 
what fate is hiding in every sliver of these hard mountains. I asked him one 
time if there were wild animals living in these areas. He answered without a 
thought, "Yes, many different kinds live here, but they differ from region to 
region, depending on the weather, the Landscape and the foliage, but don't be 
afraid of them. Don't be concerned, the wild animals here do not represent a 
danger to us. The only danger comes from the wild human animals. The 
"infidels," that is, the Soviets, have dropped mines and booby traps of 
various kinds in these mountains from airplanes. Avoid stepping on anything 
that shines or touching anything strange unless you find a pearl ora jewel." 


I was overcome with even more fear. Now I admit it because there is no 
benefit in fabricating bravery in situations of human weakness. 


Hardly a night would pass without the armed, light, mobile ghosts appcaring. 
They moved quickly and they controlled the high mountain peaks and they moved 
at will to the feet of the lowest slopes where they would monitor the 
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movements and activities on the main roads, small passes and mountain canyons, 
movements that are nearly invisible except to the trained, expert eye. 


They would stop, examine, inspect and clash with ferocity or assist with 
grace, then they would disappear again as ghosts in the night because they 
simply could not operate with total freedom except at night. As for the day, 
they left it for others. 


This is how I lived in Afghanistan, under two conflicting kinds of authority 
of rule, or rule of authority. 


During the day the government forces under the Kabul regime supported by 
100,000 Soviet soldiers control the capital, the main cities, the strategic 
roads and the exposed, open valleys. 


During the night the mujahidin forces with their numerous opposition religious 
and political organizations--there are 105 organizations led by 6 large basic 
organizations--control the mountain peaks and rugged regions, bomb the cities, 
including the capital, Kabul, and cut off the roads. 


The government's authority extends from dawn until 4 o'clock in the afternoon 
every day when government and Soviet forces move out. The authority of the 
mujahidin extends from 4 o'clock in the afternoon until dawn when the rebels 
deploy. This is not easy to understand or believe in the beginning except for 
one who has lived this image in reality as I lived it inside Afghan territory. 
There are many journalists, especially Westerners, who come to this area of 
the world seeking to discover what happens here. At the border, specifically 
at Peshawar in Pakistan, more often than not they stop, for the mortal dangers 
are always stronger than the desire for adventure. 


However, I wanted to penetrate the heart of events until I overlooked the most 
dangerous locations aflame with the fierce night fighting of the mujahidin and 
the violent daytime pursuit of the ruling Kabul regime. Many scenes lead one 
to believe that neither of the two sides will be able to gain final control of 
this rugged mountain country or achieve absolute domination over this tribal 
people--about 20 million strong--who are distinguished by a spirit of fierce 
independence. 


The military forces themselves will not decide the issue in the favor of 
either side, because of the topographical nature of the battle area, the 
independent tribal spirit that rejects all central control, and fundamentally 
because of the depth of the Islamic belief in the Afghan people (99 percent 
Muslim: 85 percent Sunni, 15 percent Shi'ite). Interspersed are Sufi orders, 
particularly the Qadiriyah and Naqgashbandiyah orders. 


However, before we delve into the roots of the struggle inside Afghanistan, 
let us first examine how the adventure of the entry into the mountain battle 
zone began, and how I met the at once simple and stern mujahidin, especially 
those from the Pathan tribes who are recalcitrant, fierce in battle, extremely 
noble, deeply religious, and fiercely independent and individualistic. 
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With the completion of the first wave of the Soviet army's march across the 
borders of the Islamic Soviet republics into Afghanistan to support the ruling 
leftist regime there, I had arrived at the Afghan border. I looked it over in 
fear. I was coming from a wide valley to the peaks of the Sulayman Mountains 
that separate Pakistan and Afghanistan. In this region alone there are 
elevations reaching an average 12,000 feet and covered with thick layers of 
pure white snow. Yet the heat of the Pathan tribes--the Pashtu--turns this 
snow into simmering heat. 


Twice I turned to some of these tribes seeking help. In the first instance I 
failed because of the state of caution prevalent in these regions that are 
usually watched by both Pakistani and Afghan eyes. The is the hot contact 
point between two hostile political systems that have raised the state of 
alert to the maximum level. 


A Pakistani friend in Peshawar advised me not to try to "perpetrate" this ill- 
considered adventure, so I returned to Islamabad. 


There I decided to go back again to "perpetrate" the adventure, but via 
different roads and with the help of other Afghan mujahidin. I requested that 
no one be informed, especially the Pakistanis, that I was about to return to 
the border region. In fact, I told my country's embassy in Islamabad and 
Pakistani officials that I had changcd my plans and that I was traveling to 
Karachi in preparation to leave the region entirely. 


However, I returned a second time to the Pathan villages, but to a different 
place than the first time, and requested help. They are the only ones able to 
travel across the rugged mountain passes, and the only ones that no ruler in 
thousands of years of history has been able to prevent from moving freely 
through these mountains, east and west, north and south, up and down. 


They are the only rulers on this territory. They acknowledge no authority 
except the "sanctity of the community" and no rule except the rule of the 
"Gurka," or tribal council. 


The shaykh Najib-Allah told me, "You have entered our hearts, and when someone 
enters our hearts we will kill ourselves for him But first you must change 
your clothes and appearance to make our job easier and to make it easy for you 
to disappear from wandering and monitoring eyes." 


I immediately began to disguise myself in the attire of Pathan men. I put on 
the kalay (phonetic)--the bulky sirwal and the long shirt--and I put the 
khulay (phonetic)--the large turban--on my head. I wrapped myself in the wool 
sadir (phonetic)~-shawl--and I let my beard and sideburns grow freely. 


The shaykh told me, "You will rest here in our camp for several nights until 
we provide you with a guide who will lead you to the interior and secure the 
Waye Night will provide cover. The mountain passes are rugged and dangerous 
and there is no escape from the necessity of using the accompaniment of night 
and traveling these passes with extreme caution. 
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With the first light of a cold dawn, we began the first effort in the cold, 
icy air. The armed Pathani guide led me across the Khyber pass. Together we 
rode on a large bus that was passing through the Pakistani city of Peshawar in 
tne direction of the Afghan city of Jalalabad. We penetrated the historic 
rugged mountain pass that falls in a deep canyon like a bottomless groove cut 
between high, harsh, rock mountains. Sometimes it widens as much as a 
kilometer and at other times it narrows to a choking width of no more than 16 
meters. 


Despite this, all the invading armies coming from central Asia and from the 
heart of KEurope traveled through this pass on their way to the East. 
Alexander the Great, the Aryans, the Moghuls, then the British in the last 
century all passed along its sides with thousands perishing because of its 
steep inclines, its deep ravines and its tortuous curves. 


before the border point at Tor Kham, which lies in the middle of the "Durant" 
line that marks the border between Pakistan and Afghanistan, the bus 
discharged us ina light rain. We proceded by foot until we overlooked the 
crossing point that is controlled on one side by the Pakistani army and on the 
other side by the Afghan army. The one side flew the green flag with the 
islamic crescent and star, and the other side flew the red flag with its red 
star. 


We spent an entire day under a small tree on a small hill overlooking the 
border post. We observed and watched and waited for the appropriate time to 
break through this closesly guarded post among the caravans of Pathans who 
were passing with apparent freedom, even though the observation was stern and 
obvious from both parties guarding the two sides of the post. 


‘he more time passed, the more apprehensive I felt waiting for the guide's 
Signal to move behind him so we could slip in among the groups crossing the 
border. But the waiting continued and with it the boredom and anguish 
resulting from fear of failure. 


After a long silence the guide spoke. He said, "It is hopeless. We will not 
endanger you. The guard is too tight today. We will have to seize another 
opportunity." 


We returned and failure followed our exhausted footsteps. A dusty, cold wind 
swirled around our dirty faces. The man sensed that my chest was about to 
burst with despair. He said, "Don't worry. You will cross the night border, 
God willing. Despite their ruggedness, the mountains have paths and openings, 
but we want another guide. Perhaps we can get help from someone from the 
Afridi tribes that are spread out here around the Khyber Pass. They know the 
other passes, especially the ones that are free of exploding booby traps that 
the airplanes of Kabul and Moscow have dropped in the region. 


Thus, when the night fell and the mountain chill grew colder, we discovered 
other passes besides the Khyber Pass. The Khyber road is distinct because it 
is level and paved. Movement on it does not cease. Even now, it carries 
trade between the two neighboring countries despite the political and military 
Lensions between them. The other passes, however, are rugged, unknown and 
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untraveled except by some men of the resistance who transport across them some 
supplies and ammunition. These men disappear into the passes' narrow trails 
and monitor movement from their sides. 


The most prominent of these mountain passes are Kurram, Jamal, Jowlan, Kuhat 
and Khowjak. Some of them are laced with booby traps in the form of watches, 
Wallets, toys, small weapons and drink containers. Some of the others are 
still clean. 


When darkness began to creep across the horizon we set out climbing up and 
down to cross one of these passes. We traveled in the direction of the 
Afghan Nangarhar region. We walked on difficult rocky terrain and were 
surrounded by barrenness and a biting, wild and deadly cold. 


With the dawn and after we had traveled continuously, we arrived at our first 
destination, the forward point for the mujahidin, where we rested and slept 
nearly all day long while a very small number of rebels guarded us and 
provided us with hearty friendship, water and food. 


Again darkness fell, and we proceeded across hills that were lower and less 
rugged than those we had crossed the previous night. Before midnight we 
descended into a broad valley surrounded by hills on every side. Here the 
faces of the three accompanying mujahidin lit up. One said, "Starting here, 
we might be able to ride a taxi or a bus...we and our luck...out by God don't 
open your mouth and say a single word to anyone that we cross paths with, even 
if he asks you a question. Let us do the talking." 


In fact, the venture went as well as possible. We rode a medium size truck. 
We paid the driver his fee. He smiled with a kindness and intelligence that 
lit his eyes. I felt as though he were saying to me, "I know who you are and 
IT understand everything." 


Fortunately, we did not come across a checkpoint or guardpost the whole time, 
perhaps because the driver avoided the main roads and always circumvented the 
crowded intersections. 


By dawn we had arrived at our ultimate destination, the rebel camp near Kama 
in the hills overlooking Jalalabad, the second largest Afghan city after the 
capital, Kabul, and the most important of strategic regions. Here we were 
received warmly with verses from the Holy Koran. 


The commmander of the area, whose nom de guerre was "Khan ....," said to me, 
"The sun has come up and it is time to rest and sleepa little. We will not 
see anything until the darkness returns. Indeed, we only see in the dark." 


Because I could not sleep, however, I continued to speak with him. Aftera 
few pleasantries when cups of hot tea passed between us, I tried to discover 
him from inside. I asked him, “How do you view the situation in Afghanistan 
now, politically and militarily?" 
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He said in good Arabic which truly surprised me, "I do not know which of us 
has better luck, youor.us. Your presence here among us today is extremely 
important because this is the first time that a journalist has come in this 
deep. Therefore, we are happy to receive you, an Arab Muslim journalist, so 
that when you return you can tell the world the truth about the oppression 
that we are suffering in our country because of the Russian occupation. My 
colleagues have told me about the foreign journalists--Europeans and 
Americans--that they have met with in various regions. They have returned 
home and published and broadcast, but the problem is that they do not care 
about our cause except in the sense that it is part of the confrontation 
between the East and the West. They do not view Afghanistan as an independent 
political issue." 


Khan added effusively, "We have begun a new phase of escalation using new 
weapons. We have left the phase of using ancient rifles from World War II, or 
cifles made locally and primitively, and we have entered a more advanced phase 
of being more strongly armed. Therefore, our attacks have more impact and 
effectiveness." 


I said, "More importantly, how do you assess your military situation?" 


He said, "As you can see, we are now in the winter season. The snow covers 
the mountains and is 1 and 1/2 meters deep in most of the high regions. In 
these circumstances, we have the edge over our enemy. We have complete 
control over the mountains in every region of Afghanistan. The major cities 
and villages, however, are located in the valleys and plains which they are 
truly able to control. In the daytime, they truly have weapons superiority, 
especially in tanks, heavy artillery and helicopters." 


"The night, however, is ours despite all of these weapons that they possess. 
Despite this they follow a cautious policy from time to time. In response, we 
exploit this and raise the level of escalation." 


I asked Khan, “Why do they resort to caution when they are so strong in number 
and with these numbers they can escalate the fighting?" 


He answered, "The Soviets are schemers and experts. They advised the Kabul 
government to use the winter season, when extensive military movement is 
difficult, to de-escalate the internal situation and court the educated, the 
poor classes and the tribes. They are trying to rearrange the domestic 
situation by making certain reforms, especially in the economic, social and 
educational fields, in order to pull the rug of rebellion, revolution and 
rejection out from under the mujahidin." 


"At the same time they are constantly preparing for huge, successive military 
campaigns that will begin in the spring when the snow melts and the roads 
open. Their tanks, which are nearly paralyzed now, will engage in attacks on 
our positions on all fronts." 


"Despite their efforts to bring the fighting to a near standstill during the 
winter, they still pursue military plans of various kinds: 





"First, they erect "fortresses" in which they concentrate the basic armed 
forces, particularly light mobile tanks, various caliber artillery, 
helicopters and rockets." 


"From these forts patrols are conducted that sweep the regions, comb the 
valleys and protect the roads, military positions and airfields. Then they 
return to their fortified positions." 


"Second, with these fortified positions, they avoid the need for a policy of 
deploying the Afghan government army and Soviet army throughout every part of 
the country, particularly the mountains where they have suffered serious 
losses from our light, mobile troops, who strike then flee and disappear in 
the caverns while their cumbersome forces are unable to pursue effectively." 


"Third, they currently rely on helicopters for pursuit, but we have downed 
many of them with our small weapons. A single bullet froma sniper at the 
entrance to a mountain cave has downed a helicopter. They have plated these 
helicopters with sheets of steel to protect the bottoms and fuel tanks from 
the gunfire of our snipers. but we have surprised them with new rockets such 
as the Soviet-made SAM missiles! Yes, we have these in our hands." 


"Fourth, they use napalm, as they did in the “"Badakhshan" region, to burn the 
densely forested areas where the mujahidin hide. They also use poison gas to 
kill our rebels who have hidden in the mountain caves, which are hard to 
attack with conventional weapons." 


"Fifth, they have divided Afghanistan into seven military districts, which 
enjoy independence in terms of command, leadership, movement and arms, in 
order to facilitate their confrontation of the mujahidin. Fortunately, 
however, we also enjoy regional independence, as you know, in accordance with 
the spirit of independence common among our tribes." 


"Sixth, they resort to a policy of clearing the strategic regions in the 
country of their residents by destroying their villages, burning their farms, 
aerial bombing and pushing them, through eviction, across the regions of 
shared borders with Pakistan. This is particularly true in the northwestern 
border regions ana the Pakistani region of Baluchistan. They do this to 
achieve two goals. The first is to prevent the mujahidin from having depth of 
human resources, and the second is to use the emigration and increasing number 
of Afghan refugees as a means of pressuring Pakistan, which has received about 
3 million refugees." 


I said to the young commander, "This, as you have described it, is Kabul's 
plan to de-escalate the fighting. What is your plan to escalate it?" 


He said, "I hope that you will stay with us a short while to see for yourself 
how we escalace the military confrontation." 


J did indeed stay with these rebels until I experienced a bold attack by the 
Afghan mujahidin at dawn one day against the main airport and huge military 
base in the city of Jalalabad, the most important strategic city after the 
capital, Kabul. 
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\2 Jan 85 op 15] 


LText] He who sees is not Like ne who hears. This is the truth, but what 
about one who saw, heard and Lived the rsaLlity all at once? 


We were climbing some high hills in the dead of night, one man behind the 
other, all jumping with surprising agility except for me. I was dragging my 
fect from hyper-exhaustion. All were weighed down with burdens of weapons and 
ammunition except for me. [ was weighed down with apprehension and concern of 
the unknown. No one Knew what was in store for us on this dark, cold, savage 
night. Perhaps we would fall iato a trap around the next corner and 
everything would end. 


When we reached the peak of one of Che hills, the caravan, which consisted of 
15 fighters, stopped for a moment. The commander whispered to me pointing to 
tae right where dim Lights were shining through the thick darkness of the 
night. 


He said, "We have arrived at the target. We must now take up our fixe 
tactical positions for the exchange." 


C did not know the exact details of the attack plan. Regardless of how warm 
relations nad become detween the cebels and me, the secrecy of operations 
remained inviolaole in a way tnat relieved me a great deal. 


t did not know that five or six groups similar to ours had climbed to the 
peaks of other hills, perhaps at the same moment, and had begun to dig 
themselves in or take defensive cover behiad the rock outcroppings. 


.T. did realize the truth, however, shortly after midnight, when the 
reverberation of rockets Left a high, cringing noise and increasing echoes in 
all parts of the valley overlooked by the surrounding hills. The entire 
region Lighted up with the fire of the rockets that were Launched from various 
dicections toward a single target, the area where the Lights were dimly 
shining. 


The Jalalabad airport and military dase were taken by surprise with the 
miujahidin attack. Tn the wink of an ey2 everytning on top of the hills had 
ended, and we began our move to withdraw quickly, a move to cling to life and 
continue surviving. 


As we moved away, the sound increased from the return fire rockets Launched 
from the positions of the government and Soviet armies around the airport. 
The armies normally pursue tne attackers and strike in the direction from 
which the attack comes, bub the attack was conducted from several directions 
and the attacking forces withdrew and dispersed taroughout the hills and 
rocks, disappearing into the crevices. 


The target was hit. The planes on the runways were hit as was the electric 
power station Located near the airport. Rockets were fired in the direction 
of the darracks of the main military base in that region. 














I still cannot believe how quickly the attack was conducted, how quickly the 
withdrawal took place, how we attacked and withdrew, and how we took the 
chance and escaped. I cannot give a specific explanation. Explaining in 
these cases is nearly impossibdle. 


Two nights after this Lightning strike, I was crossing the Nangarhar region to 
the neighboring Paktia region. The commander, named Janbaz, of a group of 
mujahnidin that I had joined said to me, "Have you heard the Latest news from 
Kabul?" 


I was surprised by the sudden question and [ answered nim, asking, "How could 
I have heard the news? I have been with you the whole time, where I could not 
have heard or read anything." 


He said, "Our rebels conducted a surprise attack against Kabul and destroyed 
the main power plant, and the government was forced to black out the capital." 


We took refuge in the mountain caves to rest from traveling on foot, which is 
how we usually traveled, or from riding mules, as we occasionally did. Here I 
would usually talk with Janbaz. On one occasion, another fighter joined us in 
discussion. I Learned that he had been a high-level diplomat in the Afghan 
Foreign Ministry and that he fled, announcing that he was joining the 
opposition. 


This discussion ended with the diplomat and the fighter agreeing that the 
Kabul government and its Soviet allies were now following a policy of de- 
escalating the military and political situation in Afghanistan. There were 
several factors behind this policy: 


1. The Islamic summit conference was approaching. 


2. The Nonaligned Movement's ministerial conference in New Delhi was 
approaching. The leaders in Kabul wanted the period to pass without the two 
conferences issuing condemnations or acknowledging Afghanistan's association. 


This was in January 1981. 


3. It was the first anniversary of the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan to 
support the Karmal government, and the Soviets, in particular, did not want 
again to provoke international public opinion with an intensification of 
military activity. 


4, They wanted to wait for the icy winter season in the country to end. The 
winter greatly impedes active military movement. After the winter they would 
begin to escalate the situation. 


Perhaps these four reasons that led the Kabul government and its Soviet allies 
to pursue a temporary policy of de-escalation are precisely what prompted the 
Afghan resistance, especially in Paktia, Nangarhar, Kabul, Parvan, Ghazni, 
Badakhshan and Kunar, to escalate the fighting to prove to the [slamic world 
and the nonaligned countries in particular that it would fight fiercely to the 
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end, regardless of the sacrifices. [t would exploit the enemy's political and 
military points of weakness to pressure and drain them to the maximum degree. 


The primary practical result of all of this is that both warring parties~--the 
Afghan resistance and the Leftist Kabul regime backed by the Soviet Union-- 
have actually entered an incessant and indecisive battle which will not be 
easily settled. The government army and 100,000 Soviet soldiers are not 
capable of subduing this entire rugged mountainous country taat is not Linked 
with a Level road network, and the opposition is not able to expel the army of 
a superpower and thus bring down the regime that it supports. 


The second practical result is that the southeast regions neighboring Pakistan 
and the southwest regions neighboring Iran have captured the Limelight in the 
escalation of the fighting in view of their proximity to the outside world. 
The fighting here stands out as though these areas were the only ones where 
the opposition forces are operating. Tne truth that [ experienced, ‘owever, 
is otnerwise. The central highlands region, which is dominated by high 
mountains and which represents the very heart of Afghanistan, is the area that 
witnesses devasting fighting, even if a "blackout" is imposed on news of this 
fighting. 


[n these central highlands Lives a group of tribes called al-Hazarah or al- 
Hazarajat. They are extremely unruly, have a harsh character, are violent in 
their steadfastness and are hostile to foreign rule in general and central 
government in particular. This has deen the case for a Long time, but has 
been especially true since the British occupation in 1879, through the 
monarchical period and at the present. These deeply religious tribes have 
been provoked by the presence of Soviet forces in the country and the 
establishment of communist system of government in Kabul. The trivdes have 
rejected them botn, first for religious reasons and then for reasons of 
independence. 


Like other trives that dwell in the high mountains, they have been helped by 
their accumulation of weapons that are part of the sign of masculinity, 
privilege and independence. An additional geographic element, however, 
contributes to their control and their independence. There are no main roads 
that Link these central nighlands with the rest of the country. There i3 only 
a main circular road that wraps around these highlands. I[t winds through 
Afghanistan and Links it with Pakistan through the Khyber Pass and with the 
Soviet Union through the Salanj Pass. These are considered the most important 
strategic land passages. 


Until now, the central nighlands have remained beyond central government 
control and immune to the domination of government military forces. Still, 
the fighting here remains isolated from the activities of the rest of the 
opposition forces operating in the southeastern and southwestern regions. The 
rebel leadership expects that the entire country will become engulfed in a new 
escalation in fighting as a result of coheston between these regions and the 
central highlands. They hope to unify the operational command in the future. 


Before we enter into the permanence of divisiveness and the dilemma of 
unification, it is worth Looking some into the makeup of these opposition 











tridal forces, their battle effectiveness and the evolution of their military 
operations in light of improved arms and diversified sources. 


First Let us say that the man and the mountain, or the man and the stone, 
cooperate closely to form the setting for the armed struggle in Afghanistan. 
The tribal makeup, with its withdrawn, independent nature, is predominent 
throughout the country, including the cities. Ruling regimes, from the time 
of the British occupation through the periods of the monarchical and 
republican governments and ending with the current leftist rule, have failed 
to dissolve this makeup and melt the tribal spirit in favor of a state system. 
Therefore, Afghanistan is a society of gun-wielding, warring, independent 
tribes. 


The harsh geography strengthens the trivdal spirit and fortifies it against 
central control. It impels the tribes to resort immediately to weapons to 
defend themselves against domestic raids from competing tribes, against 
regimented raids from the government and against foreign invasions that come 
from beyond the borders. 


In this setting, the fighting mujahidin groups still operate with the spirit 
and methods of the tribe. They rely on fighting units that are small in 
number and they operate in the context of their tribe's activities and area. 
They turn to the tribe's traditional camps and caverns for protection and 
refuge. From the tribe they get food and weapons. The shaykh of the tribe is 
also the political, religious and military leader. Their method of engagement 
is based primarily on setting ambushes in the mountains for t’ > military 
patrols. They down helicopters, but their main weapons in m>?. cases are 
light. They include rifles, machineguns and occasionally small caliber 
artillery. 


Tnerefore, the most obvious phenomenon is that until now these forces have 
depended on individual action more than on various advanced methods~--hand to 
nand and armed combat--of what is known as guerrilla warfare. Therefore, 
their primary accomplishments until now have been to “harass" the government 
and Soviet armies, to inflict large losses and to engage ina war of attrition 
through continuous battles in the neart of the rugged mountains or the dense 
northeastern forests. 


A second phenomenon is that some of the large opposition organizations have 
begun to train their men in the use of modern and advanced weapons that they 
have obtained recently. The training is conducted boy a group of Afghan 
officers who fled with their weapons and their soldiers from the government 
army and joined the mujahidin. Tf met many examples of these on Afghan 
territory, but the most impressive and compelling was a fighter named Sufiraz, 
an electrical engineer who studied for 6 years in the Soviet Union. When he 
returned to Kabul he disappeared among the ranks of the resistance and 
specialized in defusing and destroying the minefields planted by the 
government forces, especially in the mountain passes. 


A third phenomenon is the appearance of modern weapons in large numbers in the 
hands of the mujanidin. In particular, they have 57 mm anti-aircraft 
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actillery, RPGs, mortar rounds, and some anti-aircraft and anti-tank rockets, 
all of which they obtained from government army camps. 


A fourth phenomenon is the absence of military and political coordination and 
a unified command for the fighters. This diminishes to a large degree their 
effectiveness and impact. Perhaps the most outstanding manifestations of this 
are the lack of planning for operations, the absence of good traiaing and the 
absence of leadership that directs and controls activities in the field. This 
situation is not only attributable to the tribal backwardness that we 
mentioned previously. [It is also attributable to the ongoing struggle at the 
top among the political and religious Leadership of the large mujahidin 
organizations. 


There is a Fifth phenomenon. [ wondered adout the sources of the flow of 
weapons to these fighters, given the Landlocked location of Afghanistan. One 
of the Leaders that T met in the interior told me, "We rely basically on two 
sources of arms. First is the domestic source. Until now this has been far 
and away our primary source of arms. We rely on the following factors. We 
conduct attacks on government and Soviet army camps specifically to take over 
the weaponry. We get what is brought to us by troops that desert from the 
government army and join us. We also have local production. The Pathan 
tribes have been famous since the Last century for their skill in copying and 
manufacturing weapons. Now this production has advanced and flourished. We 
give any new weapons that we obtain to our manufacturers. In days, the weapon 
and ammunition for it are available in good amounts. We have small centers 
with elementary capabilities that specialize in these industries spread 
throughout the mountain canyons. There is also a free market for the 
production and trade, even the smuggling, of weapons that operates in all of 
the surrounding mountains." The Afghan leader added, "Tomorrow we will take 
you to one of these centers so you can see the weapons production for yourself 
and believe that it exists." And so it was. 


The second source of weapons is the foreign source. This is also 
multifaceted. The Leader told me with extreme frankness, "We obtain weapons 
from a number of special sources. We are surrounded by four countries, the 
Soviet Union, China, Pakistan and Iran. Some of these borders are completely 
Locked and through some of them we have a Little freedom of movement." 


"For example, our borders with Pakistan extend from east to west bout 1,200 
km through Baluchistan. Pakistan is a fraternal country that is hostiag 3 
million Afghan refugees. This is a heavy burden on Pakistan, but our tribes 
are intertwined and our lives are almost completely shared." 


This is followed by our border with the Soviet Union. It extends about 1,600 
km and is definitely our longest border. It runs parallel to the Soviet 
[slamic republics. Here our tribes are also intermixed, but this border is 
closed by the Soviet army, which is afraid of these [Islamic republics." 


"Our shortest border is with China. It passes through the Wakhan region whose 
mountains rise to 25,000 feet. The area is inhabited by the Muslim Kirghiz 
tribes, which nave Turkish origins and are under the Leadership of Rahmaa 
Qill. Although there are international treaties that define the Location of 











this Afghan region as a narrow border strip that extends like a tongue between 
China and the Soviet Union, the Soviet army has nonetheless penetrated it and 
occupied it to cut off contact between our rebels and China and prevent us 
from obtaining Chinese financing." 


"Finally, there is our border with Tran. This is also an important long 
border. It remains open to some mujahidin organizations, but Tehran's 
preoccupation with the Iran-Iraq war has made us forego Iranian support." 


"Frankly, we obtain supplies and weapons across all of these borders, or most 
of them, but we usually prefer to remain silent on this topic so that we do 
not embarrass our friends and neighbors. The threats that they receive from 
the superpowers and the tribulations they are suffering are sufficient." 


"The small Afghan people, however, will continue their battle in defense of 
the independence of their nation, its neutrality and its freedom." 


This man stirred me with the honesty of his words and the power of his logic. 
What a man he is! And what people these are, these tribes whose burning issue 
and whose ferocious fighting, in the rugged mountains that are so wild even 
wild animals flee from them, preoccupy the world today. 


(5 Jan 85 p 5) 


[Text] The dreadful pursuit campaign ended. [Tt was Launched by the 
government forces using helicopters against a group of Afghan mujanidin with 
whom I was hiding in the narrow caverns carved in the depths of the high 
mountains. When it was over it was though 1,000 years had passed and the 
Olood in our veins had frozen. Who in our position could have overcome the 
fear that the angel of death was hovering to take one's life at any moment. 


The fighter Mirwiz Ahmad was young, slender and quick to return to our 
discussion that was interrupted by the helicopter raid on our position. He 
said, "You asked with great interest about our weapons and their weakness in 
confronting the arsenal of a superpower. Why don't you ask about our faith? 
Believe me, it is our primary weapon in the war to liberate the Afghan nation 
from the foreign army. It is the same weapon with which our grandfathers 
fought the English, and before tnem the Moghuls and Aryans, even the 
Macedonians in pre-Christain history." Mirwiz quickly added in fluent Arabic, 
"Our organization, the [Islamic Afghan Association, has adopted many slogans, 
but the one that is closest to my heart is: I will Live clinging to the rope 
of my religion and [I will die content that my religion lives." 


The comments of this Afghan fighter were largely accurate. The truth is that 
the Afghan opposition possesses a religious spirit through which a wide cross 
section of the Afghan people have been mobilized. The Afghan people are by 
nature conservative, pious and tribal. Among the society are Sufi orders, 
particularly the Qadiriyan and Naqashbandiyah orders which dominate public and 
private life in Afghanistan and play a prominent role in the opposition 
mujahidin organizations. 
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Despite the simplicity of its men and the weakness of their weaponry and 
training, the Afghan resistance has surorised the world today with its 
ferocious fighting and unrelenting persistence. Returning to the roots of the 
struggle will give us, to a large extent, the ability to understand the 
underpianings of this fighting spirit and persistence. 


During the past 50 years, Afghanistan nas witnessed much upheaval in the 
various forms of government: tae monarchical and feudal system, the 
republican system, the military system and, most recently, the communist 
system. Nonetheless, a number of social, economic, political and 


psychological phenomena have remained constant under all of these conflicting 
systems: 


First, a deep Tslamic background has had the most important impact on the 
development of Afghanistan. The country has held fiemly to the religion of 
[slam in confronting foreign elements. This aas been assisted by the fact of 
sectarian unity. The overwhelming majority of Afghans--85 percent of the 
populace--belong to the Sunni sect and the minority--15 percent--are Shiite. 
Also helping to strengthen the religious spirit are the Sufi orders with their 
almost totally secret principles and organizations. In addition, the Muslin 
Brotherhood movement has played a prominent role in bolstering the reLligtous 
movement. 


Second, bdackwardness has played its role ia kindling the steuggle. 
Afghanistan, simply put, is one of the five poorest nations in the world, 
according to official statistics of the United Nations, with an averange per 
capita income of $160 annually. Geographical and climatic factors are 
responsidle for depriving this country of most aatural resources, both 
agricultural and mineral. Therefore, the severe economic pressures have 
formed fertile ground for social conflict. Despite the emergence of unique 


ideological models, the country is still at Least 90 percent illiterate. 


Thied, in this social, economic and religious context, the foundation of 
society remains the tribal unit, wnich is independent, recalcitrant, armed and 
rejects any kind of central authority. [n addition, the tribe is withdrawn, 
introverted and rejects progress or intermingling with a more extensive social 
group out of constant fear of everything strange and new. Of course, the 
geography has played a fundamental role here in dividing and isolating the 
parts of the country with high mountain ranges and, thus, inereasing trival 
isolation. In fact, 55 percent of the people belong to the Pathan tribes, 
which speak Pashtu and are predominent in the country. Most Leaders, whether 
tne previous royal tamily or the current Leaders, have come from these tribes. 


Fourth, the Afghan people are Located strategically in a deep trench between 
two giants, the Soviet Union and the [Indian subcontinent which ineludes [ndia 
and Pakistan. This has contribduted to their isolation. Botha of these giaats 
are congested with hundreds of millions of people, whereas there are no more 
that 20 million Afghans. Therefore, a sense of fear has persisted that the 
Afghan people would always be pursued by the two giants because they have Long 
coveted Afghan territory, which continues to de a strategic passageway 
Linking Central Asia and East Asia and wnich Lies near the waters of tne 
[ndian Ocean and the Arabian Sea. 





Fifth, the element of fear of both domestic and foreign powers has become 
integral to the Afghan people. They have Lived with daily fear, whether under 
feudal monarchical rule, especially that of King Zahir Shah from 1933 to 1973, 
or under republican rule headed by Muhammad Dawud from 1973 to 1978, or under 
Leftist rule Led by the People's Democratic Party, which is made up of the 
Communist and Parcham (Banner) Parties, from 1978 to the present. [In 
addition, the Afghan people have lived with a historical fear of the 
international powers that block Afghanistan's borders. 


Sixth, there have been attempts to escape from the confines of this spirit of 
fearful isolation through the intermingling of Afghan tribes and the tribes 
that dwell behind Soviet borders in the republics that used to rule the 
country. Despite this, the country has provided fertile ground for the 
development of the current struggle, based on which the change of regime 
occurred in 1978 as well as the domination of the radical movement under the 
leadershio of Marxist organizations. 


Seventh, the Leftist government currently in power in Kabul is clearly trying 
to benefit from the mistakes of its predecessors. It is racing against time 
now to introduce economic and social reforms in Afghan society. For example, 
it is struggling to widen the educational system while raising the religious 
Slogan, "Islam is a revolution of change for the sake of democracy and social 
justice." In addition, it has recently formed the "Land of the Grandfathers" 
front, with which it is trying to co-opt the various social forces and pull 
the land out from under the feet of the opposition. 


Therefore, who are these people that make up the opposition and lead the armed 
resistance against the leftist regime ruling in Kabul? 


Let us say that tne current opposition is wide and loose. [t includes the 
extreme right and the extreme left. [t is a collection of a number of 
different kinds of groups, the most prominent being: the religious opposition 
which raises the banner of holy war against heresy; the supporters of the 
previous monarchy; the feudal families and senior merchants who nave been 
harmed by the laws of the new leftist regime; the educated Liberals who aro 
opposed to Marxism; the Chinese communist organizations, particularly the 
"Shura Ajawid" organization; the non-Pathan tribal minorities such as the 
Hazaran, the Uzbeks and the Tajiks who are all opposed to Pashtu influence 
over society; some of the Communist Party groups, especially the supporters of 
the two previous presidents, Nur Taraqi and Hafiz-UlLlah Amin, who both lost 
their prominence after the Parcham wing gained control under the Leadership of 
Karmal; and some senior military officers who participated in the 1973 Leftist 
overthrow, sought authority, then lost their posts, then became more angry 
after Soviet soldiers took control. 


In this loose opposition framework, more than 100 opposition parties and 
organizations have recently emerged. Few of them have real domestic roots, 
and many of tiem are superficial and marginal. Some of tnem are fierce and 
strongly regimented, and some are traders and adventurers who raise the 
oanners of the resistance outside the borders more than they practice 
resistance inside the country. 
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However, we can conclude that there are six large and basic organizations that 
lead the vast majority of Afghan mujahidin: 


l. The Islamic Association of Afghanistan under the leadership of Dr Burhan- 
al-Din Rabani (a graduate of al-Ashar). 


2. The Islamic Party of Afghanistan headed by Muhammad Yunis Khalis who is 72 
years old--the oldest Afghan leader. 


3. The Revolutionary Islamic Movement of Afghanistan (the Revolutionary 
Movement) under the leadership of Muhammad Nabi Muhammadi (a graduate of al- 
Azhar). 


4, The National Front for the Salvation of Afghanistan under the leadership 
of Sibghat-Allah ali-Mujaddadi (from al-Azhar). 


5. Afghanistan Melli Islami Mihadh (the National Islamic Front) under the 
leadership of Mr Ahmad Jilani (law degree from Kabul University). 


6. The Islamic Organization of Afghanistan under the leadership of Jalb-al- 
Din Hikmatiyar (35 years old, B.S. in engineering). 


If we were to apply accepted standards to these organizations, we could 
categorize them along three axes: 


The first axis basically includes the groups of Sufi orders, that is, the 
organization of Sibghat-Allah al-Mujaddadi, the leader of the Nagqashbandiyah 
order, and the organization of al-Jilani, the leader of the Qadirah order. 
Closesly associated with these is the organization of Muhammad Nabi Muhammadi, 
who relies on a following of certain religious scholars and Sufis. 


The second axis includes the Muslim Brotherhood movement and is made up of Dr 
Rabani's organization and the organization of Yunis Khalis. Both rely on 
imams and religious scholars. 


The third axis includes the Hikmatiyar organization, which is better financed 
and armed and more dynamic than any other organization, especially among the 
refugees. It relies on the Afghan youth and has open doors of cooperation 
with Pakistan and Iran in particular. 


I was able to meet with most of these leaders and conduct direct interviews 
with them and with some of their closest advisors both on the battlefield in 
Afghanistan and outside of the country. Through long hours of discussion with 
them, I can point out the following features: 


The problem of these leaders, in fact the problem of the Afghan resistance, is 
the spirit of division and antagonism among them. This spirit is based on the 
fact that each of them assumes that he has absolute popular backing and, 
therefore, the right to sole leadership. For example, the Muslim Brotherhood 
says that it has 10 million followers, or more than half of the entire 
population. Al-Jilani says that he has 4 million followers who are members of 
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the Qadiriyah order, including 100,000 armed fighters under his leadership. 
The case is similar with al-Mujaddadi's men from the Naqashbandiyah order. 
Hikmatiyar presumes that he is the sole leader that enjoys popularity and a 
following among the various classes. 


Efforts have been made to unify the six main organizations and, in fact, in 
1980 the "Unified Islamic Alliance" was formed, which included the leadership 
of the first five groups and was rejected by Hikmatiyar. It is headed by 
"Abd-al-Rasul Sayyaf, 45 years old, a university professor and supporter of 
the Muslim Brotherhood. However, this alliance has not been able to blend the 
member organizations in one melting pot. Nor has it been able to unify or 
coordinate their political] and military activities. Therefore, differences 
reemerged and new efforts began to forma unified front made up of the three 
organizations of al-Jilani, al-Mujaddadi and Muhammadi. Later there were 
efforts to reunify the organizations, again under the leadership of Sayyaf. 


Therefore, this spirit of divisiveness and separation represents an obvious 
negative in the Afghan resistance movement and has ramifications on the 
Situation with the fighters inside the country, something which is more 
serious than the ramifications on the foreign image of the resistance in 
international opinion. 


The war remains t'ibal in both its fundamentals and its operations. In 
addition, all of these organizations originally emerged from religious 
foundations and have established their political and military structures on 
religious grounds. However, if these organizations wish to continue, they 
need to deepen their educational and political] understanding and to unify 
their forces into a single movement that is well trained and armed. This 
movement must submit to unified, expert and strong political] and military 
leadership. In other words, all of these disparate organizations must become 
fused into a wider federation ruled by a unified comnand. 


Some of these leaders believe that a government in exile should be formed, and 
this has become an urgent and necessary matter. Such a government could speak 
in the name of the entire Afghan resistance on tlhe condition that at the 
outset it achieved the idea of a comprehensive feueration that combined the 
political, religious and military leadership under a single, sturdy umbrella. 


The Lion of Panjsher 


The strategic Panjsher valley located northeast of the Afghan capital of Kabul 
remained calm and beyond the limelight for nearly 2 years after the left took 
control of government. 


At a time when the border regions in particular and even the capital itself 
were engulfed in the first violent reactions, the Panjsher valley remained 
calm and intact. The government believed that the calmness was an expression 
of the satisfaction of the people of the important valley with the status quo. 
The people of the valley thought that their remoteness from the upheaval and 
the counter-upheaval meant that they had a security zone protecting them from 
the raging storms and shielding them from the evil of the bloody strugglc. 
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However, the strategic valley erupted suddenly and its people began to carry 
weapons as the others had to face the new regime. In fact, the valley became 
the focus of everyone's attention--the government and its Soviet supporters 
and the mujahidin leaders and those everywhere who aided them. The entire 
world began to talk--those who wanted to talk--about the Panjsher valley 
revolution and the genius of the leader of the Panjsher valley, that legendary 
young man who was painted by the media as a Kind of superman, an extraordinary 
man who fought ferociously, who always struck and fled before the rope of 
death could be put around his neck. 


Before we delve into the identity of this legendary leader and the battles of 
the Panjsher valley, first we must examine the significance of the valley and 
the leader in the context of what we have previously discussed concerning the 
crisis of the Afghan resistance movement, the crisis of division and 
competition among its leaders, the crisis of differences among the leaders of 
the refugees abroad, and the fundamentals of the resistance and the fighting 
inside the country. 


The Panjsher valley and its young leader, Ahmad Shah Mas'ud--who is still in 
his thirties--provide a contrasting image. He is a unique example of the 
leadership inside the country, that fights and lives for his principles. He 
cats, drinks, prays, sleeps and fights with his men. He moves from place to 
place and sleeps every night in a different location. He runs here and there, 
but he never leaves the confines of the valley, which is only about 70 miles 
long and has a population of less than 100,000, even under the fiercest and 
most violent attacks launched by the Soviet and Afghan armies against him in 


a 


the course of eight long battles during less than 2 years. 


Thus, the "Lion of Panjsher," as Ahmad Shah Mas'tud is known, has remained in 
the heart of the valley. He does not leave the valley. He fights with the 
instincts inspired in him by the tribal nature of Afghanistan. From his 
instincts he simultaneously derives the features of his political, religious 
and military leadership. He only identifies with the sons of the strategic 
valley and he oniy pursues his nationalist cause. He does so without being 
suspected of foreign influence, without being affected from over the borders, 
and without being accused of contact with any Western, Islamic or Eastern 
country because he does not share borders with any other state. 


The nearest strategic features to his valley are the famous Salanj pass, which 
links the Soviet and Afghan borders, and the Bagram airbase, the most 
important airbase in Afghanistan. This concerns everybody, especially the 
Afghan and Soviet governments. Therefore, the past 2 years have witnessed 
attacks concentrated on the valley and its fighters so that they would not 
continue to control the security of this strategic pass and be able to 
threaten the pass or bomb the Bagram airbase and the roads leading to it any 
time they wanted. 


When we view Ahmad Shah Mas'ud in this way, we cannot help but compare him, as 
a sample of the leadership inside the country clinging to the land, to the 
exile or refugee leadership that manages from abroad the political and media 
battle more than it manages the military battle. 











There are differences concerning the estimated strength of Mas'tud's forces. 
Some say there are 17,000 armed fighters, while others say that there are 
30,000. In any case, Mas'tud saves his valley and his forees from the 
suspicion of contact with foreign countries and the accusation of receiving 
aid from across the borders. However, the mujahidin leadership that has 
crossed the borders since 1978, lived in the limelight, dealt with the 
dazzling press, and been the object of competition among states and public and 
secret organizations, has fallen into the trap of these suspicions and 
accusations, whether directly or indirectly. 


The weapon of supplying Afghan refugees and mujahidin with financial, food and 
military assistance has played a significant role in the race for control of 
these leaders, and it has played a more dangerous role in fueling the 
competition and rivalry for visibility, domination over these leaders and 
influence peddling among then. 


When the resistance movement found itself facing its most dangerous malady, 
its leadership was competing for authority and struggling for power, even 
among the refugees. The leaders were racing to open lines of communication 
with this state or that, searching for support and political, economic and 
arms assistance. In such a case, it was not surprising that the outbreak of 
fighting at the top would have repercussions at tne foundation. The leaders 
fell into the blunder of conflict. They failed to unify their ranks, work 
under the auspices of one federation or one front, and combine all of the 
ranks of mujahidin. When this happened, their foundation fell into the 
mistake of armed conflict. Some mujahidin groups fought others in fierce 
battles in an attempt at bloody liquidation. 


Perhaps Ahmad Shah Mas'ud was the only leader that could save his forces in 
the Panjsher valley from these blunders. He was a counter model to what was 
happening among the leadership abroad. 


He, his forces and his valley were the only ones subjected to the fiercest of 
military campaigns and comprehensive attacks from the forces of the Afghan and 
Soviet governments. This was because he displayed the intransigence of a 
fighting leader clinging to his territory, he was beyond the struggle for 
leadership, and he stayed in Afghanistan fighting steadfastly, despite the 
violent counter attacks, and threatening the most important strategic pass 
through which flows aid and Soviet forces to the interior of the country. 


Meanwhile, the leadership abroad is fighting and competing with each other for 
leadership, money and the limelight. They are the architects of their own sad 
demise because they are devouring each other in a hellish cycle. 


It is natura] that the Afghan government and the Soviet forces supporting it 
should work to fuel the fire of this hellish cycle by all means so that the 
Afghan mujahidin leadership in exile will eliminate itself by itself. The 
government and the Soviets have cut lines of communication with the interior 
and have isolated the exile leadership from their domestic bases. At the same 
time, they have tried to begin to "neutralize" the Panjsher valley and its 
leader so that he cannot coordinate with the rest of the resistance groups. 
For 2 years in the beginning, they left the valley alone and kept it outside 











the battle zone to the same extent that it was outside the control of the 
central government. 


However, the situation quickly changed when Kabul decided that the time was 
right to launch the battle to subdue the Panjsher valley and eliminate the 
spirit of independence enjoyed by Shah Mas'tud before that spirit became 


entrenched and extended to the other enemies of the regime in other parts of 
the country. 


After a period of friendly "lenience" with Panjsher, a period of providing 
food and supplies and extending a hand of apparent friendship to Shah Mas'ud, 
the Afghan forces, then the Soviet forces with them, began to launch damaging 
campaigns to force the submission of the Panjsher valley. 


During less than 2 years, these forces launched eight huge military campaigns. 
The last one was in April 1984, and it ended an official truce signed in 1983, 
the first of its kind between the government and one of the mujahidin leaders. 


In February 1984 Shah Mas'ud made three demands for the renewal of the 
official truce: 


1. Direct negotiations between him and the Soviet forces, not between hii and 
the Kabul government because he does not recognize its legitimacy. 


2+ Agreement in principle to grant autonomy to the Panjsher valley under his 
leadership, and the complete withdrawal of military forces and bases from it. 


Se Provision of financial assistance. 


At a time when the Afghan regime and its Soviet ally were demonstrating their 
public desire to continue negotiations with the Lion of Panjsher, they 
surprised everyone by launching the two most extensive military campaigns 
against the valley in February and April 1984, hoping to settle the military 
situation decisively. At that time Kabul announced that it had destroyed the 
forces of Shah Mastud and that it had killed him. The truth, however, was 
otherwise. Mas'ud remains in the valley reorganizing his forces, underscoring 
the continuation of the internal armed resistance and affirming that military 
force alone will not settle the conflict in Afghanistan. Meanwhile, the 
Afghan and Soviet governments have continued to forge ahead with a military 
buildup and strengthing of the war machine on Afghan territory. The 
International Strategic Institute in London has confirmed in its report 
published on 12 October 1984 that, after diminishing somewhat, the number of 
Soviet troops on Afghan territory has now risen to 115,000, including 10,000 
intelligence people. The report states that these have come to depend 
increasingly on aerial domination, since they have been supplied with 180 
modern fighter aircraft and 270 helicopters which represent the backbone of 
the attacks against the mujahidin forces throughout the country and along the 
borders. 


At the same time, the groups of the mujahidin movement continue to conduct 
their operations in various places, and the Panjsher valley no longer occupies 











alone the heart of the battle zone. Commando operations occur in most parts 
of the country, including Kabul itself. 


Despite this, can the Afghan resistance movement defeat the Soviet army, force 
it to leave Afghanistan and forcibly bring down the ruling leftist government 
in Kabul? 


Or will the proposed "government in exile" provide pressure for a politica] 
settlement to the Afghan crisis and work in conjunction with the armed 
resistance to force a political solution as long as a military solution is 
beyond reach? 


What is the road, then, to an acceptable political solution to the Afghan 
crisis, what will its conditions be and who will the parties be? 


12608 
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AFGHANISTAN 


LXPROPRIATED INDUSTRIES SAID TO BENEFIT MASSES 
Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 6 eb &5 pp 1, 2 


[Text] Yehran, Feb. 5 (CIKNA)--Prime Minister Musavi today praised Jranian 
workers and technicians for having maintained Iran's industries despite the 
mass exodus of thousands of cxpatriate experts from Iran during, and imnedi- 
ately following, the culmination of the Jslamic hevolution. 


husavi, who was talking, to workers and officials of Khomein Acrylic liber 
Plant (Central Province) on the occasion of the plant's inauguration here 

said during the past regime more than 70% of the country's principal indus- 
trices were owned and operated by a negligible minority of the upper class, 

but that as a result of their expropriation by the Islamic sovernment the 

said industries were now under government contre! to the benefit of the masses. 


le said by their successful day-to-day operation of plants and industries the 
Iranian workers had in reality dashed the cynical hopes of the Americans who 
had flattered themselves of the total collapse of the country's industries 
in the wake of their departure from Tran. 


liusavi also echoed a statement by Imam Khomeini saying, that Jran's Mus] it 
people during the past six years have successiully tackled tasks, the fulfill 
ment of which were cstimated to take some ?0 years. He also reminded that 
despite being embroiled in an unwanted war since September 1°80 inflation in 
jran is only 12% as compared with Turkey which has spiralling 567. 

Speaking, Later to a large audicnee at the city sports | 
that the Jslamic Kepublic would fight on until final triumph. He also apprs¢ 
ciated the spirit of self-sacrifice among, the workers and the masses which he 
described as a principal countcr-mweasure against the conspiracies of thie 
enemies of the revolution. 


111, Musavi reitcrated 


the prime minister also reminded his audience that representatives of the 
Islamic khepublic and its emissaries throughout the world arc known speaking 
out at intcrnational forums in the interest of the oppresses masses because 
they are not under the spell of the dictates of any foreifn powers. 


8] 








the priwe minister returned to Tehran ‘uesday afternoon. 


Musavi also echocd a statement by Imaw Kbomcini saying, that Iran's Muslin 
people during, the pust six years have successfully tackled tasks, the ful- 
fillment of which were estimatcd to take some 20 years. Ve also reminded 
that despite being cmbroiled in an unwanted war since September 1980 dui la- 
tion in Jran is only 12Z as compared with Turkey which has an inflation rate 


of 562, 
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AFCHAN LS'TAN 


MUSA EDEN KEELE 60 SOYLET SOLDLERS 


ve 


fehcan KAYUAN INE RNALEONAL to Baelish bd} veh 8% D | 


(vexk] New Delhi, India (ispatehes)-lThe Mujahideen ambushed a Soviet wili 
kary convoy in southeasteru Alphanistan, killing as many as 60 soldiers, 
Western diplomatic soucees ceported Tuesday. 


The ambush oceurced reeently at the Acgandab River bridge, west of Kaudahar 
Afghanistan's secoud Largest city and seene of ELieree Fighting fa the vast 


three years, the diplomatic quoted repovis From Kabul as saying. 


QOac diplomatic report said 40 Soviet troops were wounded or killed tn aaother 
Mujahideen atbkack Feb. Lo at Kacezemir, acar the strategie Paajsher Valley 
norbheast of the Atghau eapital. 


> 


Heavy Cighting, meanwhile, Clared anew ta the LOO-mile (L160 -kilomeier) Louy 


wore Last week as Soviet aud Atguan goverament ceinforceements arrived there 


©) 


ia preparatton Cor a major spring offensive, diplomats said. 


Mae ottLeusive, expected to stark in March after the saow melts From the 
wonntatasides, would be the ninth Soviet assault to the area siner Mo seow 


} ‘4 ! 


wil Liaecily intervened tin landlocked Afchoanistan tn December 1979, 


Soviet bombardment of tiie hillside town of Tstalif in the Panjsher tor fone 

consecutive days Last week caused beavy civilian casualites and triysgered a 

aew exodus of reltusees to bul, the diplomatic reports satd, 

fhe Mudahideen eonkrol the upper, more rusyved part of the Panjsher, whiea con 
rols vital otly) ly Lines toa vuorthern Atvhanistan, \Ftor betas ousted m 











Masoud'’s fighters overran the Pishkor Afghan milftary post in the center ot 
the gorge Last week, prompting the Soviets to rush reinforcements from Rokha -- 
the base of Soviet operations tn the Panjsher, the reports said. 


The Soviets wrested control of Pishkor in fieree fighting, tustalled an 
alvhan army unit there and withdrew south, said the sources, who cannot be 
identilied by name or nationality under brbhefing rules. 


Mujahideea comaander, Muhammed Amin, was reported slain in the battle. 


Risht Atvhan vovernment soldiers were killed Veb. 3 when the Muslim freedoin 
Lishters vaided their post at Shehardara, near Pishkor, the diplomatic accounts 


* y 
SALG. 


Accordins to the reports, eight Afghan troops also were killed tn another 
Mujahideen attack the same day in the Logar Valley, 60 miles (LOO kilometers) 
southwest of the Panjsher. Other Afghan soldiers at the scene reportedly 

ran away, Leaving the Mesih post in Mujahideen custody. 

Uarhier this month, a wutiny by an Afghan army unit at Rishkor, uear the 
Aighan defeuse ministry, was crushed by Soviet troops, the diplomats said, 
Casualties, if any, were not kuown,. 


Tae sources also reported heavy Lighting with Mujahideen near the border with 
Pakistan, where 4,000 additional Soviet troops were deployed Last mouth, 


Loudou-based Luternational tastitute for Strategie Studies est inated 
' 


in October that tue Soviet strensth ia Atyhanistan was L19,000,) Lae Lud ing 
some LO,QOO KGB and security troops. 


Lichway bridye was destroyed aud the road to Kunar Province was closed last 
uit tieree Light tug near Jalalabad. 
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AVCGUAN ES'TAN 


OOVENES MARTYR, WOUND CEYELEANS 


Telraa KAYUAN IN'RERNALTLONAL ta taghlish 6 veb &) pp L, 2 


"? 


[Vext][ New Delhi, feb. 5 QWMispatehes) - Soviet soldiers martyred 45 civilians 


and wounded L7 others in a machtae-gun attack in cevenge for the slayings of 

an Afghan regime offietal ia southern Afehanistan, Westera diplomats said 
Tuesday ° 

Diplomatic soureas said Mujahideen shot to death "an finportant cexime of fietal” 
ou Jan. 1/7 tu the teeming marketplace of Kandahar, vearly 300 miles (480 kin) 
southwest of Kabul. 


lu revenge, Soviet troops "opened ti. 
iaus and wounding L/ others," one di 
reportecs, 


re fudiseriminately, martyring 45 etvil 
Olowak said during a briefing tor Westera 


Prioce to the fatal attack on the unidentified of Fietal, the Mujahideen Ff Lred 
worhars at the Kandahar Airport Jan, 12, said the souree, 


‘Kandahar Airport was atiacked aad two afreraft destroyed,” a diplowat said, 
addias that "soviets retaltated 


> 


attackius suspected hide-outs of the freedom 


) 


lighters fa Kandahar City aud its suburbs, martyriag many civilians.’ 


Mujahideen seeking, to oust Soviet troops, who iavaded Afyshautstan in | 
December 1979 and back the yovernment of Babrak Karmal, kitled ‘many Sov Let | 
troops’) in various suceesstul attacks ow wilitary posttions during the past 


wonla, diolowats sai 


wir Sovi ! > COUT Lee / i 1] iT 
. ' 4 ' 
Lip Lasanere reALU cu \ Lean 
' l fit) ! j i { i ' ) iI i 
| i t i ’ ) { ) 
| ' y{ ti () ict t fet 
us shaw [ ‘) > l il 
t : pri »-il ‘) l sop dali r > ] 











“In retaliation for the attack on Bayram airport, Soviet forces recently de- 
stroyed thousands of houses in the neighboring areas," one diplomat said. 
Mujahideen had attacked the main Russian airbase at Bagram on Jan. L/ during a 
Snowstorm, destroying |2 nelicopters. 


Uish No. of Casualties 


Meanwhile, Mujahideen on Jan, 9 crippled a Soviet military helicopter that was 
Elying near Bamian, 80 miles (130 km) northwest of Kabul. There were no 
casualties, one source siad. 


A group of Muslin Freedom fighters attacked Soviet positions in three differ - 
ent places between Jan. 12-22, killing "many Soviet soldiers and wounding 
several others." 


Ou Jan. 12 Afghan tighters attacked an armed convoy near Aqcha, aear the Soviet 
border 250 miles (400 km) northwest of Kabul, killing seven Soviet soldiers and 
destroying two trucks, 


In another assault on a Soviet convoy Jan. 13 hear Mazar, also in the north - 
west, L6G Afghan and Seviet troops were killed and two armored personnel car 
riers and seven trucks were destroyed, a diplomat said. 


the Mujahideen on Jan. 22 raided a Soviet post at Shahaqa near Kandahar, 
killing l/ soldiers and taking 19 prisoners. 


New Attack on Panjsher 


‘Neauwhile, the diplomats said Soviet forces may be preparing a new attack in 
the mountainous Panjsher Valley, a strate,ic region where the Mujahideen ev 
joyed repeated success in attacking Russian supply convoys From the Russian 


«yt 
NOLOCL. 


On Jan. 25 a large contingent of Soviet troops was seen at Charikar in northern 
iauistan, apparently on its way to the Panjsher, one source said, 
urin Ciic LollowlLuys, ive day ; soveral OV Lat MOAVOYS COoOlp! isiuy inmmdreds of 
fFanuks and trucks were seea movin r rom “Kabul toward the LOO ile ¢] 


ow, valley, the sources said. 


ct pL LN could nor ¢ indevendcni Ly -OUu Lilet . I MILLS til } , if 


stern journalists into th Onnt t 
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MILERARY POSTS UNDER SLECE 
ey? 1 2 mn ’F </ \ f “ats {.°3 \ ’ ar 4 ° Po . eo” 7 ;? ' » 
Vehcan KATUAN TWPERNATLONAL ia Kaglish 16 teb 85 p 1 


(ext) New Delhi, India Qispatehes) --The Soviet-installed regime ia AEghan- 
istan tas admitted that three strategie wilitary posts were under Mujahideen 
siege. The Afghan government radio said Thursday. 

Western diplomatic sourees tn New Delhi earlier said that Soviet airborne as 
saules oo Chamkaui aad jacikot failed to Evee the beleasuered Afehan troops. 


' 


fie Chauwkani stege reportedly began uearcly two months ago, 


oVviek aud Atvhan Military ceinfloreement:; were rushed Last week to Chawkani. 


md Bangash, im Paktia Veovinee, the sources quoted reports Erom Kabul as say- 
iil 
there reports said--Five Soviet tCauks wece destroyed and wore than 50 Sovtet 
soldiers were killed by Afghan freadoa Cighters whtle defendiag seven 
iu Uevcat Veovinee during the past three days. 


is veport soviet planes vetaliated by bombarding Cive villares 





i} i ea sit () whieh any res ident ial units vere coup Letely 
lim villayers were martyred, 


veista ursday dismissed as baseless Atyhau charges that Pakis 
their border into Afghanistan, a syoverunent 
at Pakistan Forces iced across the border ai 
acd al villaees of Chamwkani and Baurash 
tions a “ontively without CToundattoa.” Ue 
i j lamabad was tnstruected to tell his 
' fectitious al! itions’} stnuee Pakistant 
tf to commit such violations. 
ir requeni repetition ol such baseless charye 
icistan for eyeats tu Afehanistan,” the 











For the past several weeks, Afghanistan and Pakistan have been trading 
L ] -) > 


charges. 


Thousands of Afghan refugees from the Eive-year-old war between SovlLet and 
Afghan government troops and Afghan resistance fighters have crossed the 
border iato Pakistan, 


CSO: 4600/288 
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BRLEES 


COUNTERREVOLUTLONARTES KELLED, ARRESTED --lehran, Veb. 12) (IRNA)- “Twenty 
counterrevo Lutionaries were cither killod o acrested by security forees tn 
Tehran, Mazandaran and Ustahan provinces, the public relations departmont of 
the ministry of information announced Tuesday. The aunouneement which was 
broadeast on the state radio Eurther addod that the connterrevolniiiouarcios who 
were cither killed or arrested were respousible for the assassination of a 
number of innocent people, including one 65-year-old grocer, a 60-year-old 
skreet vendor, a carpenter, a nut seller and a trader in dooce fixtures, tk 
said 1) weapons, 30 bombs and greaades aud 15 automobiles were also taken 

Crom the counterrevolutionaries by the security forces, 
lacge quantities of documents aad forgery related paraphenalia, it said, 

fa a separate announcement, the iutornaiion ministry's public relations 
otEiee also sald that "a severe and decisive’ blow was inflicted on the 
rownants of the Keshtsar fraction of the Veoples Fedayeon Organization, vcesult 


Also ‘yt ized Wore 


’ } 


Livy, in the arrest of a large OQuinaber oF EKhie rrowp Ss wembers, cadres and or ii 
izecs. The statement noted tEhat the strtke acainust these countercrevolutl fonar tes 


cofneided with the country's celebration of the sixth auniversary of the victory 


ol the (slamie Revolution, Large quaatiites of weapons and anmnitton in ad 
dition to a coasiderable amount of documents aud machinery used for producing 
lorged birth certificates, passports and driving Licenses were als poor pb 
the seeurity torces, the iatormation ministry comminique said. fk weal on to 
say that tae counterctevolut toaaries were involved in anti-state activities thal 
oceurred in the city of Gonbad and Kucdestan Provinee in the first years alter 
Lhe victory of the [slamte Revolution. The information ministry's announee 
went ended by warning those who are still wisled by countercevolutionary el 
ments to realize their tolly and ceturn to a prope: th. & : | PVelran 
KAYULAN INTERNATCLONAL in Maslish 1} veb »>p 2] 
OUPPORT FOR CSLAMIC MOVEMENTS | -Coaran b LS CERNA) -—Th ranian ‘haj 

Ope vuker said Thursday that the [Islamic ublie jf ‘mat eadi 

lobal islamte movement wateh should continue until all tslamtie countri u 
leoed trom the domination ot Latidels, lojjatoleslam Akbar tlashomf besseuni peu 
was addressing members of the [slamie Revolution's Committees on the aunives 
sary of theic establishment. "We are ia the Coretront of . lohal lawi 
movement and we believe as Lony as Musliws are oppressed all over Fine wor! 
and as Long as even a single country is culed by infidels, ome Tsliauis 
wont musk coutinue,” he said. te added this does not mean Lraa would seu 
armies to war with other countries "But we must matiatain Tran as a base tor 
mpporting Lslanic movements." On the committee's activities, he said 
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anti-revolutionaries, Liberals, prostitutes, supporters of western culture, 
hoarders and narcotics and smugelers are all manifestations of a single 

eatity with roots in the United States, France and othec powers. "ALL these 
circles which are ayainst the [slamic Republic are rooted in the White Mouse, 
Ratsanjani said. “As Loug as our people are against Amecica, the arrogant and 
infidelity, these (cireles) will exist and we should always be ready to con 
front suc’, satanic forces." Ue said there are doubts in the minds of some 
individuals whether the committees are a necessity today and tor the tuture, 
but added the committees will be effective for the country as Lony as tts 
members rewain [slamic and revolutionary. [ext] [Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATTON- 
AL in English L6 Feb 85 p 2] 


EXPANSLON OF TIES---Tehran, Feb 8 CIRNA) -Au Cranism VYoreign Ministry ofiieta! 
who is curreutly visiting Brazil met with the country's deputy agriculture 
minister, Maina Albuquerque, Wednesday. During the meeci:ing, the Braztllian 
official expressed satisfaction with his visit to the [slamie Republic Last 
week, Ile said there exists considerable potential for bilateral cooperation, 
The Yoreign Ministry Director Ceneral for Uconomic Affairs Muhammad Iluisseia 
AdeLli, also conferred with Brazilian Mnergy and Mines Minister Cesar Filho. 

They discussed cooperation between the two couatries in petroleum and mining 
exploration, Meanwhile, the [ranian delegation also met with the deputy Loreivn 
minister of Brazil and submitted a written messajje Crom Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati for his Brazilian counterpart. Adeli said he hoped the [ran 
Brazil ministerial committee, which has been agreed upon, in principle, wou 
meet and discuss plaas for the development of relations. Saying that his 
country is willing to establish friendly ties with fran, the Brazilian depn 
toreign minister expressed hope that mutual relations would expand in all 


fields, The two countries signed the drati: of an agreement on th ormat 
of a joint ministerial committee Wednesday, to be signed by the loreissa 
ters otf the [slamic Republic and Brazil. frexti] [tehran KAYHAN Lt . 


in Mnghlish 9 Feb 8&5 p 2] 


CLIVLI ARRAS BOMBED. - -New Delhi, reb. LL OI NA) -- eports reachin hore , 
Af,hanuistan said Soviet planes this week bombarded residential quart 
Af{ehan Majahideen at Shekar Darrch 50 kilometers from Kabul. Vier: 
coulinued between Muslim tCreedow Fighters and the combined zovernment an 
soviet Croops tia the Panjsher Valley of Parva Province. nein , 
petween the tia jj alrides aand Soviet Eroo! ; in taharca! Qo. An cher ' 17 > 
‘Mujahideen siezed many weapons of the yoveranmeut Croops. na cola 
port, 320 civilians were martyred in ALi -Abad north of Afehanistan a 
LROODS bombed the area Jashk week, | Text | (Tehran 
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‘-rnar decisions 


CO will serwe the cause of the newber countries {f it readopts some of the 
important aad good decisions taken during the BCD era. Sere ome cannot belp 
recall the suamit-level decision and coumitaeat of April 1976 taken at lenis 
thet Irae, Pakistan and Turkey showld become «2 “frew trade area withia a 
period of 10 years. That period wes to come to em end ie April 186. 


The decision came ic the wake of recomewndations of UNCTD. whose services hed 
been procured by ECD to advise how to lacrease trade anomg the three count ries. 
The WHECTAD report was, however, sot nade public. 


The re, ort aad recommendations cowld be made public aow for the guidsace of 
the private sectors of the three countries, and the powerements should restart 
stedy with 4 wiew to ascertaining bow far the recommendations shoeld be inple- 
mented in the sew circumstances. 


rrojects 


Although the tnmediate scope of ECD seems limited and it showld first talld 
physical iafrastrectere (transport, coammmication etc.), it micht. be worth 
while to pick aad choose from amoar the joint parpose projects approved ty 
inter-goveramental ECD Tiamaiag Cowec il. 





There vere in ali 49 joint perpose enterprises proposed to be established In 
the three coustries as 4 seams to increase their eutual trade, 1! to be located 
isn iran, 14 is Turkey and 24 in Takistas. From the total of 49, only 17 
projects hed come into production or were expected to go into production by 
1976. 


The 1? were bemkmote paper, mechine tools, gear boxes, ures fornaldihyde, 
eltcamarine Siwe [words indistinct], jete wills, bell beariags and shock ab- 
sorters located in Pakistan. sleminion, seamless steel pipes and tubes aad gly- 
cerine in iran end borax, boric acid, cemtrifigals, special {filters for chen 
ical industry ead locomotive diese! engines in Turkey. 
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